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TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 


— 


PRINCESS MARY. 


_ MADAMz, 


I am truly ſenſible of the honour which the 
Quxen beſtows on me, in allowing me to in- 
ſcribe my humble performances to PRINCESSES 
educated in the moſt exemplary manner; and alſo 
of that conferred by your RoyaL HiGHNess, in 
patronizing a Work from which you can derive no 
knowledge, having from your earlieſt years en- 
jouyed the advantage of the beſt inſtruction, and 
having already ratified your Baptiſmal Vow. 


May you be. enabled, MapAu, by Divine 
aſſiſtance, to perſevere in the courſe of life which 
vou have ſo happily entered upon, increaſing in 
virtue as you grow in years, till you attain to the 
utmoſt 


(Ci ) 
utmoſt perfection of the Chriſtian character! And 
may you enjoy every bleſſing annexed to the | 


Chriftian Covenant till you are called to receive. 
the glorious reward of a well ſpent life! 


I have the honour to be, | 
MDA, 
Vour Royal Highneſs's 
moſt obliged, moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble ſervant, 


SARAH TRIMMER: 
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x REELS 
MINISTRATION 
5 OF THE | 
PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 


— 


INT ROD VU CT ION. 


By Barr Is is meant an outward waſhing by 
dipping or plunging in water, or ſprinkling with 
it, to expreſs an inward waſhing of the ſoul from 


fin. 
Mater, having a natural property of cleanſing, 


Was antiently uſed, both by Fews and Gentiles, as 


a ſacred rite. to ſignify inward purification; and the 
Jews baptized all thoſe who were received as 
members of their church. 


John the Baptiſt, who was ſent as the forerunner 


of the Meſſiab, to prepare the way for the reception 
of the goſpel, adminiſtered the Baptiſm of Repentance 
in the river Jordan. He waſhed with water thoſe 


who profeſſed to repent of their former fins, and 


were deſirous of becoming members of the kingdom 
| of 


O 


THE 
 MINISTRATION 


PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 


EXPLANATORY QUESTIONS. 


Wuar is meant by Baptiſm? 


What if one of the natural properties of water? 


How was it anciently uſed both by Jews and 
Gentiles ? 


Who did the Jews always baptize ? 


What did John the Baptiſi do as the forerunner 
of the Meſſiaß? 


What Baptiſm did he adminiſter ? 
Where did he baptize ? 


| Who! > did he waſh with water? 
B 2- What 


„ 

of Heaven; in token that the ſins they had for- 
merly committed were forgiven them, and that 
they were prepared to be baptized with the HoLy 
GHosT. 1 

Our Saviour commanded his diſciples to baptize 
after his aſcenſion all who were willing to enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven, or to embrace his reli- 
gion; and he made it a SACRAMENT generally 
neceſſary to ſalvationz never to be omitted where 
there was a poſſibility of receiving it. 

The way in which our Loxp ordained the Sa- 
crament of Beptiſm is thus related by St. Matthew. 
CHRIST, after his reſurrection, having his eleven 
Apoſtles with him (the whole original number 
excepting the traitor Judas), he ſaid unto them, G 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the FATHER, the SON, and the HoLy 
GHosT.; teaching them to obſerve all things whatſo- 
ever I have commanded you: And, lo, Tam with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world, 

To be baptized in the name of the FaTHER, 
Son, and Hory Ghost, undoubtedly means, to 
enter into covenant with the HoLy I RINITY—to ac- 
knowledge theſe THREE to be ONE Gop—to re- 
nounce, be the ſake of the FATHER, SON, and 
Holy Grosr, the Devil, and all his works, 
&c.—to believe all the articles of faith relating to 
each—and to do whatever the FATHER, SON, and 


:loLy GHnosT, require. 
| From 


$$ 4 
What was John's Baptiſm a token of? 


Did our Saviour command his diſciples to 
baptize any perſons aſter his aſcenſion into hea- 


ven? What did he make.Baptiſm? Did he mean 


to leave any, who wiſhed to become members of 
his kingdom, at liberty to omit being baptized, if 
they thought proper ? 

Who has given an account of the manner in 
which our Loꝝx D ordained this Sacrament? When 
did he ordain it, before his death, or after his re- 
ſurrection? Who were preſent when he ordained 
it? What did he fay to the eleven Apoſtles? ho 
were they to baptize? In what name were they to 
baptize all nations? What were they to teach 
them? How long did our LorD promiſe to be 
with them ? 


What is meant by baptizing in the name of the 
FATHER, the SON, and the Horry Ghost? 
What do thoſe in fact acknowledge, who are bap- 
tized in this name? What ſhould they renounce for 
the ſake of the FATHER, the Son, and the Holy 
GrosT? What do they bind themſelves to be- 
lieve? Ought not every perſon who has been 
baptized in the name of the FATHER, the Son, 
and the HoLy Grosr, to be very cautious how 
they believe any thing contrary to the doctrine of 
a_Trinity ? 


'F3 What 


in every age, wherever the miniſters of Chriſt's 


| baptiſm according to his divine ordinance, CRRISY 
will be preſent ; for he could not intend to confine 


1 4:3 
From our Loxp's expreſſion, Lo, I am with you, 
even unto the end of the world, we may infer, that 
church adminiſter the outward and viſible ſign in 


the expreſſion to his Apoſtles, who died long before 
the end ſof the world. 


RUBRIC., 


The people are to be admoniſhed, that it is moſt con- 


venient that Baptiſm ſhould not be adminiſtered but 
upon Sundays and other Holy-days, when the moſt 
number of people come together : as well for that 
the congregation there preſent may teſtify the receiv- 
ing of them that be newly baptized into the number 5y 
of Chriſt's church; as alſa becauſe in the Baptiſm 
of Infants, every man preſent may be put in remem- 
trance of his own profeſſion, made to God in his 
Baptiſm. For which cauſe alſo it is expedient that 
. Baptiſm be adminiſtered in the vulgar tangue. Ne- 


vertheleſs (if neceſſity ſo require) children may be p 
baptized upon any other day. 

And note, That there ſhall be for every male-child to be 
baptized, two godfathers and one godmother: and en 


for every female, one W and two "_ 
. thers. 


I, hen 


1 


What may we infer from our Loxp's — a 
ſion, Lo, 1 am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world? Can it be ſuppoſed that he meant to 
confine to the Apoſtles the promiſe of being preſent 
with them as his mini/ters in the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm? Did our LoxD mean to ſay that the Apoſtles 
would live to the end of the world? Did they not 
all die? Could all nations receive Baptiſm during 


the ſhort lives of the Apoſtles? Was it not likely 


that there would be many in different nations after 
their deaths, who would be glad to be received 
into the kingdom of Heaven, the church of Chriſt, 
upon the terms of the covenant ? Is it not likely 


then that the commiyſion and the promiſe were de- 


deſigned for al Chriſtiun minifters ? 


What days are named in the rubric as the moſt | 


Proper for the admin ration of Baptiſm? 


What reaſons are given for this? 

What is the firſt reaſon given for this? 

What is the ſecond reaſon ? 

What is the third reaſon ? 

What is expedient in order that Baptiſm may who 
proper! y underſtood ? | 


How many godfathers and godmothers muſt 
every male child or boy have? : 
How many muſt every female or girl have? 
'W 4 . 


1 4 1 
Ir ben where ars children to be baptized, the parents 
ail give #ndwitdge thereof over tught, or in the 
© morning before the beginning of morning prayer, to 
the curate. And then the godfathers and godmo- 
- thers, and the people with the children, muſt be ready 
at the. font, either immediately after the laſt leſſon 
at morning prayer, or elſe immediateiy after the laſt 
1defſon at evening prayer, as the curate by his diſcre- 
tion ſhall appoint, And the prieft coming to the 
font (which is then to be filled with pure PN amd 
fanding there, ſhall Jay, 


Hath this child deen already baptized er no 2 


'BXPL n 


As there are many privileges belonging to c 


tans, it is right that Baptiſm ſhould be admi- 


niſtered publicly, in order that the members of the 
church may know infant: actually are, by Bap- 


tim, entitled to theſe privileges; that they may 
teſtify or bear witne(s, if there ſhould be occaſion 
to aſcertain it. All Chriftians of the church of 
England are regiſtered in the pariſh books: - 


00 many perſons in theſe days are thoughtle 
of the Chriſtian Covenant; the being preſent at 


chriſtenings i is a very likely mean to remind them 
of it. But they ought to go with ſerious minds, 


and not make the. day of an infant's mew birth unto 
righteouſneſs 


1 


Where muſt the godfathers and godmothers be 
ready with the children ? 
At what time muſt they attend? 


What muſt the font be filled with? 


What queſtion i is the * to aſk when he comes 
to the font? 


EXPLANATORY. QUESTIONS. 


Why ſhould chriſtenings be adminiſtered pub- 
licly? 
Is any account kept of chriſtenings? 

Where are Chriſtians of the church of Basten 
regiſtered Ne i . 


Is it not very proper that people ſhould attend 
chriſtenings for another reaſon ? What kind of diſ- 
poſition of mind ſhould they go with ? Should the 
day on which an infant receives a new birth unto 


righteouſneſs be made a day of idle merriment? Ts 
B 5 there 


1 6 ] 
righteouſucſs a day of idle merriment, There is 
cauſe for joyfulneſs, and it is proper for relations 
.and friends to. meet together on the occaſion ; but 

let them never forget the purpoſe for which they 
meet. 
By the vulgar tongue, in which tft is to bo 
adminiſtered, . is meant the language commonly 
ſpoken ; the vulgar tongue in this country is Eng- 
liſh. In Roman Catholic countries, whatever may 
be the language of the nation, this * is 
adminiſtered in the Latin tongue. 

The cuſtom of having godfathers and godmothers 
to anſwer for infants was introduced in the firſt 
ages of the church. The deſign of them 1s, firſt, 
to give ſecurity to the church that the baptized in- 
fant ſhall not apoſlatize or leave the church of 
CrrisT, in order to embrace any other religion; 
on which account they are called ſureties. Se- 
condly, godfathers and godmothers are to be as mo- 
nitors to thoſe they anſwer for, if they act contrary 
to their Chriſtian profeſſion, or do not learn the 
Catechiſm, &c. on which account they are called 
witneſſes : and they are called godfathers and god- 
mothers on account of their being 2::/rumental to 
the new birth of infants: by anſwering for them. 
According to' one of the canons or rules of our 
church, no rerſon ſhould be admitted godfather or 
godmother who had not received the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 


The 


17 


there any cauſe for joyfulneſs ? Is there any impro- 
priety in relations and friends meeting together at 
chriſtenings ? What ſhould all of them remem- 


ber ? a 


What tongue is the Sacrament of Bap to be 
adminiſtered in? What is meant by the vulgar 
tongue? What is the vulgar tongue, or the language 
commonly ſpoken in England? In what language 
is Baptiſm uſually adminiſtered in OR Cathilic 
countries ® | 

When was the cuſtom of having godfather and 
godmothers introduced? 

What was the deſign of them in the he fir place? ?. 


7 


Wh at are godfather: and godmathers on this ac- 


count? 

What was the deſign of them in the ſecond place ? 
What are they on this account ? : 

Why are they called godfathers and cb 4 


| Who are excluded by one of the canons from be- 
ing godfathers and godmothers? | * 
8 What are the canons # ass „% 
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{71 
The roxr ſigniſies a ſtone or marble veſſel 


with water in it for baptiſm, 


The Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians baptized 


in ponds and river and in any place which had 
water convenient: but afterwards, when churches 
- were built for Chriſtian worſhip, fonts were ſet up 
at the entrance of them, to ſigniſy that the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm is the way of admiſſion into the 
Gr: tian covenant; and every pariſh church has 
now a font, into which is put, when any one is to 
be baptized, pure water, that i is, clean water with- 
out any mixture whatever. 


At this fort the perſon to be baptized is to be 


preſented; and it is not neceſſary for any one to be 


baptized any more than once; for which reaſon the 
miniſter enquires whether the child has been al- 
ready baptized or no. If the godfathers, &c. 
anſwer no, he goes on with the ceremony. To 
repeat Baptiſm is needleſs, becauſe it is the way of 
entering into the Chriſtian covenant. 


> 


OFFICE. 


Dearly beloved, foraſmuch as all men are con- 


ceived and born in ſin, and that our Saviour Chriſt 
ſaith, None can enter into the kingdom of God, 
except he be regenerate and born anew of water 


5 
17 


898 
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CF] 

At what place in the church is publie N 
adminiſtered? What is a ont? 
Where did the Apoſtles and primitive Chriftions 
er What did Chriſtians do when they had 


cburches built for their worſhip? Why were the fonts 


ſet up at the entrance of their churches ? Has every 
pariſh church a font + ? Is there water conſtantly in 


it? What water is to be put into it for the purpoſe 


of baptizing ? What is meant by pure water? 


Ts it neceſſary for Baptiſm to be repeated? 


Does the miniſter make any enquiries when the 
child i is preſented? 


Why is it needleſs to repeat Baptiſm ? 


What does the prielt here Kyo of all a 
What does he remind the congregation of as 
ſpoken by CHRIST! 


What does he * the congregation to do? 
og What 
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[ 8 ] 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; I beſeech you ts call wen 
God the Father, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that of his bounteous merey he will grant to this 
child that thing whieh by nature he cannot have, 
that he may be baptized with water and the Holy 


Ghoſt, and received into Chriſt's holy Church, 


_ 7 oP a 12 9970 member of che 2 "72 81 


EXPLANATION. 


This i is a dies addreſſed to all the congregation 
preſent, pointing out the neceſſity of regeneration, or 
a nero birth, and the nature of it. This preface 
agrees with the anſwers in the Church Catechiſm 
reſpecting the outward 2205 2 n, and the inv 


ſpiritual grace. 


Our Loxv, in his diſcourſe with N icodemus, a 


Fewiſh ruler, ſaid, Verih, verily, 1 ſay unto You, 


except a man be born again he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God—and except a man be born of water, 
and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
—_— . cad 

When our LogD meant to enforce any important 
truth he introduced it with ſaying, Yerily, verily, 7 


: fay unto thee; from his uſing this expreſſion when 


teaching the doctrine of regeneration, we may be 
certain that the new-birth is abſolutely neceſſary for 
every one who enters into the Chriſtian cove- 
85 That 


[ 8 1 
What are they to call n GopD the F. ATHER 


to grant? 


What does he fay that i is which by nature the 
infant cannot have? | 
Where does he ſay the child Fan nature cannot 


be received? 


What is this beginning of the office for Baptiſm? 
What does this preface point out? 
What is meant by being regenerate? 
With what part ef the Church Gains does 
this brefe ace agree? | 


What did I tell you our Ts ad: in his dir. 
courſe with Nicodemus ? 
What was Nicodemus ? 
What elfe did our Lok ſay? _ 


; What expreſſion. did. our Lox D commonly uſe 
when he meant to enforce any important truth? 

What may we be certain of from his uſing this 
expreſſion, when eren che doctrine or e 
neration? 02 el 
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- That every one who ſeeks to become a | Chriſtian 
may have an opportunity of being born of water 
and of the ſpirit, our Lord graciouſly ordained the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm. So that all may have what 
by nature they cannot have, that is, a new birth un- 
to righteouſneſs, and admittance into the church of 
CHRIST. They may be baptized with water and 
the HoLy Ghost, the miniſter uſing the outward 


in, and the FATHER of our LoRx D IEsUs CHRIST, 


for his ſake, and through him, beſtowing the in- 
ward and ſpiritual grace, the Baptiſm of the Hol x 
GHOST. 

The baptiſm of water is vi/ble, but the baptiſm 
of the HoLy GHosT is inviſible ; the manner of the 
firſt we can perceive. The perſon brought to be 


' baptized is waſhed or ſprinkled with water; the 


outward ſign is applied to his body ; but how the 
HoLy GHosr acts upon the ſoul, or ſpiritual nature, 
we cannot tell; for, as our SAVIOUR, in his diſ- 
courſe with Nicodemus, obſerves, The wind blow- 
eth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth ; ſo is every one that is born of the ſpirit : both 
are ee to human reaſon. 


It is very wonderful to think of a new birth unto 


righteouſneſs ; but, inſtead of marvelling at it, or 


n in queſtion the truth of it, ſaying, as Ni- 
| codemus 


1 
- What, did our Lord graciouſly do to give 
every one who ſeeks to become a Chriſtian an 
opportunity of being born again? 
Can all, then, obtain that. which by nature they 
cannot hae? 
M hat cannot they have by nature? 
How may they obtain the new birth, and adinit- 
tance into the Chriſtian covenant 
What muſt the miniſter do? | 
What will the FaTHeR of our Lonp Jzsus 
ee do? Who is the Far HER of our Loa 
Ixsus Curisr? _ : 
Is the baptiſm of water viſible # Goa we per- 
ceive the manner of the baptiſm of water? What 
is done to the perſon preſented to be baptized ? 
What is the water that is applied to his body? Is 
th baptiſm, of the Hor v Gnos viſible ? Cannot 
w perteive how the Hory Gros acts upon the 


obſerve in his. diſcourſe with Nicodemus ? Can 
any one tell exactly where the wind comes from, 
or where it goes to, from any particular place ? 
Why not? If no one can fully comprehend what 
happens continually in the world, can they expect 
to comprehend the operation of the Holy Spirit 
on the fouls of manking.?...,.. ... 

Is it not truly wonderful to think of a new birth 
unto rightcouſneſs © 


Should we call in queſtion the truth of it? 
To 


10 ] 
codemus did Hor can this thing be? let us give 
Eredit to our Lord's aſſertion, who declared that 
he ſpake what he knew, and teſtified what he had ſeen, 
and then we ſhall believe that, though in a natural 
way, the infant to be baptized cannot be born 
again, he may be born again, or become a new crea- 
ture, in a ſpiritual ſenſe; and a new creature he 
certainly will be if the HoLy SeirrT is imparted | 
to him; for no child of Adam can have that by 
nature; it is the gift of Go for N Cunter“ 8 
fal... A 
As there is ſo great a di pern between the 
parties in the Chriſtian covenant, one being no leſs 
than the great CREATOR and GoveRNoR of the 
univerſe, the other the child of Adam, of a na- 
ture defiled' with fin, the miniſter begins the fo- 
lemnity of Baptiſm with an exhortation to prayer, 
entreating all who are preſent to call upon God in 
behalf of that infant, that he may be born again, 
may be received into Cyn1sT's church, and made 
a hvely member of the ſame, or have the ſpiritual 
li ife of a child of Gop communicated to him. : 


OFFICE, 


10 J 
To what ſhould we give credit? 
What did our LorD declare? 

If we credit our LorD's aſſertion what ſhall we 
believe? Shall we not believe that, though a child 
cannot in a natural way be born again, he may be 
born again, and become a new creature, in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe ? 71 

What may every one be ſaid to be to whom 
the HoLy SpIRI᷑r is imparted? Why may ſuch a 
one be conſidered as a new creature? Whole oy is 
the HoLy SPIRIT? 

Who are the two parties in the Chr: tian cove- 
nant ? Is there any proportion between one Great 
Almighty Gop and a whole race of creatures made 
originally out of the duf? of the earth ? If thouſands 
and millions of ſuch creatures are not worthy all 
together to be put in the ſmalleſt degree of compa- 
riſon with the SUPREME BEING, in what light 
mult we conſider @ poor little helpleſs infant? What 

ought the Sacrament of Baptiſm to begin with then? 
Does the miniſter exhort the congregation to join 
with him in prayer in behalf of the infant? What 
does he entreat them to pray for in its behalf ? 
What is meant by being made a lively member? 


—— —— — 


Read 
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1 1. 


OFFICE. 


3" 


> Then ſhall the prieſt ſay, 4 us pray. 
f Almighty and everlaſting God, who of thy great 


mercy didſt fave Noah and his family in the ark 
from periſhing by water, and alſo didſt ſafely lead 
the children of Iſrael thy people through the Red 
Sea, figuring thereby thy holy Baptiſm ; and by 
the Baptiſm of thy well-beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt 
in the river Jordan didſt ſanctify water to the myſ- 
tical waſhing away of ſinz we beſeech thee for 
thine infinite mercies, that thou wilt mercifully 
leak upon this child; waſh him and ſanctiſy him 
with the Holy Ghoſt, that hs being delivered from 
thy wrath, may be received into the ark of Chriſt's. 
church; and being ſtedfaſt in faith, joyful through. 
hope, and rooted in charity, may ſo paſs the waves 
of this troubleſome world, that finally he may come 
to the land of everlaſting life; there to reign with 


thee world without end, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord, Amen, 


EXPLANATION. 


It is very aſtoniſhing to read in the Bible the 
hiſtory of the food, and of the paſſage of the children 
f _ through the Red Sea, Theſe inſtances of 

| Gon's 


1 


| Read the prayer which the pick * after the 
Preface. 
Who does this prayer firſt mention as having 


been /aved by water? 


What were Noah and his family ſaved in? 

Who elſe does the prayer mention as having 
been ſaved by water ? 

How were the Iſraelites faved? | 

What does the prayer intimate to have: been 


figured by theſe deliverances ? 


How does it ſay water was anbei for the pur- 


| poſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm : ? 


What is God. in this prayer beſought to do? 

For what purpoſe is Gop beſought to look mer- 
cifully upon the child, to waſh him and . him 
with the HoLy GHosr? 

What is CHRIST's CHURCH called? 

What waves is the infant to paſs. in the ar# of 


_ CuntsT's Cyuncu ? 


What will he come to if he ſafely N the waves 
ft this troubl ſome world? 


— 


Is it not very aſtoniſhing to read in the Bible 
the hiſtory of Noah's flood, and of the paſſage of the 


Ifraelites through the Red Sca? What is the 


mention 


{ 42] 
Gop's mercy are very properly mentioned in the 
Office of Baptiſm, in order to ſtrengthen our faith 
in the efficacy of the water of Baptiſm; for if Gon 
made the water of the flood inſtrumental to the 
faving of Maß and his family, on their ſhewing 
their faith by going into the ark, he can certainly 
make the water of Baptiſm a token and pledge of his 
ſending the HoLy SpiriT to cleanſe infants from 
the original defilement of human nature; and others 
from the guilt of perſonal fins who ſhew their re- 
pentance and faith by coming to be baptized, 
Our Lorp JESsus CHRIST was himſelf free 
from original and perſonal ſin : he was the Son or 
Gop, and filled with the Sp1rRiT oF Gop from 
the time of his being born into the world ; but we s 
read in the New Teſtament that he ſubmitted to be 
baptized of John in the river Jordan. When he 
preſented himſelf the Baptiſi ſaid to him, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thou to me? 
And Jesvs ſaid unto him, Suffer it to be ſo now, for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all ri ghteauſneſs : then he 
ſuffered him ; and as foon as he came out of the wa- 
ter, he ſaw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a 
dove deſcending upon him; and there came a voice from | 
heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved SoN, in whom I 
am well pleaſed. 
CHRIST was baptized, as he himſelf ſaid, that 
he might fulfil all righteouſneſs, or that he might, 
as the ſecond ADam, do every thing Gop required 
| ts 


ang 


E 

mention of theſe deliverances i in the Office of Bap- 
tiſm likely to do | ? What did Noa and his family 
ſhew by going into the ark, on Gop's telling them 
that he was going to bring a food upon the earth? 
What did Gop make. inſtrumental to the ſaving 
of them, when all the wicked and unbelieving inha- 
bitants of the world were drowned ? Cannot Gop 
alſo make water inſtrumental in cleanſing from for 1 
thoſe who ſhew their repentance and faith by de- 
ſiring to enter into the Chriſtian covenant * the 
— of Baptiſm? | 

What was our LoRD JESUS CurzsT, Pak from ? 
What i is meant by original in? How was ChRIST 
free from original fin? What is meant by perſonal 


in? How was CHRIST free from perſonal fin? 


What did he ſubmit to, notwithſtanding he was free 
both from original and perſonal ſin ? What did John 
ſay when Jxsus offered himſelf to be baptized? 


What did our Lord reply? What did he ſee when 


he came out of the water? What was heard? 


For what Rs did CHRIST * he was is bap- 


tized? What may we *. he meant 0 fulfill 


ing all righteouſneſs ? 
What 
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1 
to be done for the expiation of the fon of the fir r/f 


Alam; and ſet an example of all chat was proper 


for his members to do. 
The viſible deſcent of the Hory Onder upon 


him was a token and pleuge that the water of Bap- 
| tiſm was fan#tified or ordained of God for the myſ- 


tical waſhing away of ſin; or, in other words, to 
be an outward and viſible ſign of an inward and bi- 
ritual grace; and it was alſo a toten and pledge that 
Baptiſm by water ſhould be hana by the Baptiſm 
9 the HoLy GHosT. 

From many texts of Scripture we may under- 
ſtand that the Baptiſm of the Hol Gos T conſiſts 
in an mward waſhing or cleanſing from ſin, a deli- 


liverance from everlaſting death, a ſan#7ification or 


making holy, and a communication of ſpiritual Pp: to 
the foul. 

A baptized perf then is waſhed from the de- 
filement brought upon human nature by Adam's 
ſin ; he is delivered from the wrath of Gop, or the 
penalty of everlaſting death; he is ſanctiſſed or made 
holy, and received into the Church of CHRIST to 
be ſaved from the deſtruction which will fall on the 
wicked, as Noah was ſaved in the ark, and the 
Iſraelites in their paſſage through the Red Sea. 

And if he continues fedfaſt in faith, or in the 
belief of all that the Scriptures teach concerning 
Gan and Cnrisr, and the ſalvation of mankind ; 
if he remains joyful in hope of everlaſting life, and 
* | rooted 


What was the vzſble deſcent of the Hol x 
GaosT upon him, as the ſecond ADAM, a token and 
pledge of to mankind? What do you underſtand 
by water being ſandtiſied for the myſtical waſhing 


away of fin ? Is it the nature of water to waſh away 


fin? Of what was the viſible deſcent of the Hol v 
GHosT a toten and pledge beſides the ſanfification 
of water, for the myſtical waſhing away of fin? 

What may we underſtand the Baptiſm of the 
Hol Gros to conſiſt in? 


v, 


What is a baptized perſon waſhed from? 
What is he delivered from? 

What is he made ? 

Into what is he received ? 


For what purpeſe is he received into the Church 
of CuRIsT ? 


What is he required to continue ſteadfaſt in? 
What is the faith that he is to be ſtedfaſt in? 


What is he required to remain joyful i in? What is 


he to be rooted in? What is meant by being rooted 
N C in 


[ We] 
wooted in charity, or conſtantly ſtriving, from a real 

Jove of his fellow creatures, to do them all the 

good he can, he will paſs the waves of this world, 

br the troubles and trials of human life, with ſafety, 

, as Noah paſſed through the waves of the flood, 
| and will finally come to the land uf everlaſling life, 


the kingdom of heaven, there to ery oy the bleſſings 
of immortality, 


OFFICE. 


Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that 
need, the helper of all that flee to thee for ſuccour, 
the life of them that believe, and the reſurrection 
of the dead; we call upon thee for this infant, that 
he coming to thy holy Baptiſm, may receive remiſ- 
ſion of his ſins by ſpiritual regeneration. Receive 
him, O Lord, as thou haſt promiſed by thy well- 
beloved Son, faying, Aſk, and ye ſhall have; 
ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto.you: ſo give now unto us that aſk; 
let us that ſeek find; open the gate unto us that 
knock; that this infant may enjoy the everlaſting 
benediction of thy heavenly waſhing, and may 
come to the eternal kingdom which thou haſt peo- 

miſed by Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
6 EXPLANATION. 


[ 14 1 


in charity ? If he is thus /fedſaff In faith, joyful in 


hope, and rooted in charity, what may he expect to 
paſs ſafely? What do you underſtand by the waves 
of this world? Has not a good Chriſtian as much 
reaſon to hope that he ſhall paſs ſafely through the 
troubles of this mortal life as Noah had to hope he 
ſhould eſcape, when all the wicked inhabitants of the 
world were drowned by the flag; or the Ifraelites that 
they ſhould paſs ſafely through the Red Sea? Where 
will the good Chriſtian finally arrive? What is 


meant by the land everlaſting life? What will 


he enjoy there? 


What is Gop called in the beginning of this 


| prayer ? 


Who is he ſaid to be ; Ul aid and helper of ? 
What is he ſaid to be of them that believe? 
What do the congregation pray that the infant 
may receive ? 
On what account is Gon entreated to receive 
the infant? 
What did Gop promiſe by his beloved Son? 
What do the congregation pray that the infant 
may enjoy? 
What do they pray he may come to? 


C 2 What | 
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EXPLANATION. 


Having entreated Gop to bleſs the outward vi- 
1 ſible ſign, the water of Baptiſm, the prieſt in this 
j prayer calls upon Go, in the name of all preſent, 
| to impart to the child who is preſented for Baptiſm 
the mmward and ſpiritual grace. 

This grace, or undeſerved favour, conſiſts in re- 
mitting or forgiving all that is ſinful in his nature, ſo 
that he may be dead unto ſin, and granting him re- 
generation, or a new birth unto righteouſneſs, through 
the merits of CHRIST, which may be conſidered as 
2a reſurrection unto life, 

The Scriptures give the greateſt encouragement 
to hope that the prayers offered in behalf of the in- 
fant preſented for Baptiſm will be granted; for our 2 


LoxD ſaid, Seek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it fhall * 
be opened unto. you; and thoſe who go to be baptized 5 
ſeek remiſſion of fins, and a new birth unto righte- 
ouſneſs; they ſolicit to have the kingdom of hea- 
ven opened unto them, and Baptiſm is the way which pl 
Chkisr himſelf appointed for entering into the al 
kingdom of heaven; and as the benediction or bleſſ- be 
ing on water, as the outward and viſible fign in th 
Baptiſm, was univerſal and everlaſling, being de- 6 
ſigned for all nations, even to the end of the world, * 
we may reaſonably hope that every one who ſeeks is, 
admittance into the kingdom of heaven finds it, 4 


and 


C 15 1 


What does the prieſt, in the name of all pre- 
ſent, call upon Gon to do in this prayer? 


What does this grace conſiſt in? 

If all that is fu] in his nature is remitted or put 
away, what may he be ſaid to be ? 

In what /ight may a new birth unto righteouſurſ 
be conſidered? 


Do the Scriptures give any reaſon to hope that 


the prayers offered for the W who is ee 


will be granted? 

What did our Lord ſay? 
Do thoſe who go to be baptized ſeet any thing? 
| What do they ſeek ? Do they ſolicit to have any 


place opened to them? What way did our LoRD 


appoint for entering into the kingdom of heaven, or 
becoming members of it? What reaſon have we to 
think that every one who ſeeks ſhall ud remiſſion of 
fins; and that all who #noch, or who endeavour to 
come into the kingdom of heaven by the door, that 
is, by the appointed way, ſhall gain admittance; 
and that all who uſe the outward vi/ible fign, the 

| GY water.” 


(-W |} 


and partakes of the heavenly waſhing, the inward 
and ſpiritual grace, ſo as ever after to be clear from 
the original d:filement brought upon human nature 
by Adam's fin, | N 
Infants indeed can n neither feek for themſelves or 
Anock for themſelves ; 3 but when they come to the 
uſe of their reaſon they will ſurely rejoice that, 
through the kindneſs of friends in anſwering for 
them, they have found admittance into the church of 
CHRIST, 


. 


Then A117 the people fand up, and the prigſi * 
kay 

Hear the words of the Goſpel written by St. 
Mark, in the tenth chapter, at the thirteenth 
verſe, | 
They brought young children unto Chriſt, that 
he ſhould touch them; and his diſciples rebuked 
thoſe that brought them. But when Jeſus ſaw it, 
he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto them, Suf- 
fer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. 
Verily I fay unto you, Whoſoever ſhall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he ſhall 
not enter therein. And he took them up in his 


arms, put his hands upon them, and bleſſed them. 
After 


C0; 


Ve 
he 


E 46 +} 
water of Baptiſm, according to CHRIST's holy in- 
ſtitution, ſhall partake of the heavenly waſhing ? 
What do you underſtand by the Heavenly waſh 
ing? 
Can infants ſeel for W 4 ah for them- 


ſelves F 


When they are come to the uſe of their 1 
what will they do if they reflect properly on the 
þ: zvileges and advantages of early Baptiſm? 


What is written in the tenth chapter of St. 


Mars Goſpel, beginning at the thirteenth verſe ? 


Who were brought to CHRIST? 

For what purpeſe were they brought ? 

How aid our Lorn's diſciples behave « on this 
occaſion? 

Was CHRIST pleaſed with them? 

What did he ſay in reſpe to letting the G 
come unto him? | 

What did he fay concerning the kingdom of hea- 
ven? When the children were brought what did 
he do? 


C 4 Do 


L. 1 
After the Goſpel i is read, the miniſter all make this 
brief exhortation upon the words of the Goſpel, 


Beloved, ye hear in this Goſpel the words of 
our Saviour Chriſt, that he commanded the chil- 


dren to be brought unto him; how he blamed 


thoſe that would have kept them from him; how 
he exhorteth all men to follow their innocency. 
Ye perceive how by his outward geſture and deed 
he declared his good will toward them; for he em- 
braced them in his arms, he laid his hands upon 
them, and bleſſed them. Doubt ye not therefore, 
but earneſtly believe, that he will likewiſe favour- 
ably receive this preſent infant, that he will em- 
brace him with the arms of his mercy, that he will 
give unto him the bleſſing of eternal life, and make 


him partaker of his everlaſting kingdom, Where 


fore we being thus perſuaded of the good will of 
our heavenly Father towards this infant, declared 
by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and nothing doubting but 
that he favourably alloweth this charitable work of 
ours, in bringing this infant to his holy Baptiſm, 
let us faithfully and * give thanks unto 
him, and ſay, 


EXPLANATION. 


Young children could not of themſelves 62 to 
be among the number of our Lokp's diſciples; * 


| but when they were brought to him, while he was 
upon 


— — 
rn 


Cy „ 


Do not theſe Bn and actions of the Saviour 
ef the world afford great comfort? Did not they , 
plainly expreſs his good will towards infant? 

Could thoſe infants who were carried to our 
Loxn have become his di iſciples if their friends had 


not taken them to him? | 

Could our LorD have received them with more | 
kindneſs than he. did if they. had gone of them- 
ſelves ? Did not he approve the. conduct of. thoſe- 
who brought them? Did he not blame. thoſe who 
would have kept them from him? 

Is there not the greateſt reaſon. to believe that 
he will favourably receive every. infant who is 
brought to him? Will our Saviour embrace in 
his arms thoſe.who are brought to him in baptiſm? 
What. is there reaſon to hope he will embrace 
them with? What is there reaſon to hope he will 
give them? Being perſuaded that CHRIST allow- 
eth the charitable work of taking infants to be 
baptized, what ſhould thoſe who are preſent at a 
; W : 


| 1 18 
upon earth, he received them with the utmoſt 
kindneſs, and propoſed them as patterns to thoſe 
who wiſhed to become members of the kingdom 
C of Heaven. 

. Our Lon i is no reſpecter of perſons ; he has ſaid 
| that in every nation thoſe who are baptized ſhall be 
accepted by him, even to the end of the world, In- 
fants make a conſiderable part of every nation 


there can then be no doubt but that he favourably 1 
receives thoſe which are preſented unto him in Bap- b 
t1 n; ; that he will embrace them with the arms of his 4 
mercy, give them the bl:ſſing of eternal life; and UD 
make them partakers of his everlaſting kingdom; or | 
"UP : W 
ii admit them into his church, and give them a ſhare 3, 
90 in the bleſſings he purchaſed for all men, if their 10 
104 parents have them baptized, with a view of ob- 1 
1 taining for them the benefits and privileges of the : 
; | Chriflian covenant. : | 
| in, 
# 110 
inf: 
wil 
C 
vou 
Thoſe who bring infants to be baptfzed ſhould \ 

call to mind the privileges to which they them- . 
ſelves were admitted in Baptiſm, which will in- Wy. 
cline : 


. 8591 


* 


Has not he ſaid that thoſe of all nations who are 
baptized ſhall be admitted into his kingdom, even 
to the end of the world? Do not infants. make a 
conſiderable part of every nation? Do not. great 
numbers of mankind die in their infancy? Can 
there be any doubt then of CHRIST's favourable 
reception of thoſe infants who are brought to be 
baptized? Is not there the greateſt reaſon in the 
world to hope that, on the contrary, he will en- 
brace them with his mercy, though he is no longer 
upon earth to embrace them in his arms; that he 
will admit them into his church, and make them 
partakers of his everlaſting kingdom, if their pa- 
rents have them baptized with a view of obtain 
ing for them the. benefits and n. of 3 > 
tian covenant 9 

Have not all who aſſemble at the Baptiſm of an: 


infant, and who are fully perſuaded of the good=-- 
will of Gop the FAT HER and the LoxD Jesus 


CHRIST towards it, ample cauſe faithfully and de- 
voutly to give thanks to Gov? | 


W hat ſhould thoſe who bring ing to be bap- 
tized, and indeed all who are preſent, call to 
mind? e e 
C 6 | How: 
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eline them faithfully and devoutly to give thanks 


unto Gop, and ſay, 
OY | 
OPF ICE. 


Almighty and everlaſting God, b Fa- 
ther, we give thee humble thanks, that thou haſt 
vouchſafed to call us to the knowledge of thy grace 
and faith in thee: inereaſe this knowledge, and 
confirm this faith in us evermore. Give thy Holy 
Spirit to this Infant, that he may be born again, 
and be made an heir of everlaſting ſalvation, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit now and 
for ever. Amen, 


' EXPLAN ATION. 


| Gow? 8 wing vouchſafed to call us to the know- 
led ge of his grace and faith is an unſpeakable bleſſ- 
ing; and the more we know of grace and faith the 
more reaſon we ſhalt find to adore his divine 
goodneſs: the increaſe of them depends upon the 
aid of the HoLyY SPIRIT in opening our under- 
ſtandings when we ſtudy the written word of Gon, 
and therefore we pray that Gop voill increaſe our 
our faith and knowledge. The HoLy SpIRIR is 


abſolutely — for the new birth, and there- 


fore 


* * 2 
cat — 


1 0 1 
How ſhould e give thanks ? 


pu 


For what does the prieſt, in the name of all 
preſent, return thanks to Gop our heavenly FA- 
THER? | 
What does he entreat God to da further for 
them? | 5 | 
What does he pray in behalf of the infant ? 


Ts it not a bleſſing beyond the power of words 
to acknowledge ſufficiently that it has pleaſed Gop 
to call us to the knowledge of his grace? Suppoſe 
he had determined to give us the blefling of a new 
birth unto Tighteouſneſs, and other ſpiritual bleſſings, 
without letting us know any thing about them, 
could we have been ſo happy in this ſtate of dark- 
neſs as we may now be by the light of the goſpel? 
Is it not likely that the more we know of God's 
grace, and the faith which is acceptable to him, 
the happier we ſhall be? On what does the increaſe 

3 of 


fy 
fore the congregation prays to Gop to give his 
HoLy SpiR1T to the infant, that it may be born 
again to a new and ſpiritual life; in conſequence- 


of which it becomes through CHRIST what it | 
could not be — Adam, an heir f everlaſting f 
Th 0 
( 

N | 1 
But though the HoLy SyIn1T-is beſtowed at 
Baptiſm, Chriſtians are not to depend entirely on- p 


the illumination of the Spirit, they muſt uſe their 
own diligence. 


Two things are required of perſons to be . 
tized, Repentance and Faith, . b 

The Repentance required of a-perſon to be bap- - 
tized conſiſts in a reſolution and vow to renounce - 
the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity - 
of this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts of the 
fleſh ; and it muſt be founded upon the hope of 
obtaining remiſſion of ſins, or that his fins may be 
forgiven, and that he may be cleared from the 
guilt and defilement of fin for CRRIS's ſake.. 

The Faith required of a perſon to be baptized is 
a willingneſs to believe every thing that the WoR - 
of God makes known; and to vow obedience to 
every thing that Gop has commanded. This faith 


is founded upon a firm perſuaſion on, on theſe con- 
ditions, 
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of ſpiritual knowledge and faith depend? Can it be 
thought we can underſtand divine things as well 
by our own underſtanding alone as by the aid of 
that Holy SPIRIT who inſpired the ſacred writ- 
ings, and who is the very SpIRIT of GOD? Why 
does the prieſt, in the name of all preſent, pray 
Gop to give his HoLy SPIRIT to the infant? 
What does it become by being born again? What 
do you underſtand by an heir of everlaſting life? 

Are we in ſtudying the Scriptures to depend 
entirely on the illumination of the Spirit? What 
are we to uſe? 

How many things are required of perſons to be 
baptized ? What are they? 


In what does the requiſite Repentance conſiſt ? 
On what hope muſt this Repentance be founded? 


What is meant by remiſſion of ſins? 


What is the requiſite Faith? 
Upon what is it founded ? 


Are 
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ditions, he ſhall be made by Divine mercy a mem 
ber of CHRIST, a child of Gop, and an inheritor 
of the kingdom of Heaven. 


As repentance and faith are both required, and 
the child, on account of its tender age, is not able 


to perform them, the prieſt, addreſſing himſelf to 
the godfathers and godmothers, reminds them of 
what they have prayed for, and of what they muſt. 


promiſe in the child's name. 


OFFICE. 


Dearly beloved, ye have brought this Child here 
to be baptized, ye have prayed that our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt would vouchſafe to receive him, to re- 


leaſe him of his ſins, to ſanctify him with the Holy 


Ghoſt, to give him the kingdom of heaven, and 
everlaſting life. Ve have heard alſo that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath promiſed in his goſpel to grant 
all theſe things that ye have prayed for: which pro- 
miſe he for his part will moſt ſurely keep and per- 
form. Wherefore after this promiſe made by 
Chriſt, this infant muſt alſo faithfully for his part 


promiſe by you that are his ſureties (until he come 


of age to take it upon himſelf) that he will renounce 
the devil and all his works, and conſtantly believe 


God's holy word, and obediently keep his com- 


mandments. 
This 
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What does he remind the godfathers and god- 
mothers of as the deſign of their coming ? 
What does he remind them of having prayed 


for ? 


What promiſe does he ie them of? 

What does he ſay CHRIST will ſurely do? 

What does the prieſt ſay the infant muſt pro- 
miſe on his part? 


By whom muſt the child make the — ? 


Are infants capable of this repentance and faith? 
Are they able to perform the baptiſmal promiſe 
and vow? - | 

To whom then does the miniſter addreſs himſelf 
when he declares what is required of perſons to be 
baptized? 
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L 22 iJ | 
This exhortation ended, the prieſt ſays, 
I demand therefore, | 
Doft thou in the name of this child renounce 
the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and 


glory of the world, with all covetous deſires of the 
fame, and the carnal defires of the fleſh, ſo that 


thou wilt not follow, nor be led by them? 


The godfather and godmothers anfwer, 

I RENOUNCE THEM ALL—the anſwer which 
the child would undoubtedly make if capable of un- 
derſtanding the Chriftian covenant ; for it is rea- 


ſonable that thoſe who enter into covenant with 


Gor ſhould have the ſame friends and enemies as 


he has; and ſurely every one who is not hardened 


in fin would gladly renounce the devil and all his 


orks, tne pomps and vanity of this wicked worid, 


and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, fo as not to fol- 
low or be led by them, on condition of being made 
a child of Gop, an heir to the heavenly inheritance, 


and a partaker of the gift of the Hol v SPIRIT.— 


No one that reflects properly could continue dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins, who could have a new birth 
unto righteouſneſs ; and every young perſon, who has 
been brought up according to the principles of the 
Chriſtian religion, will find reaſon to rejoice that 
they had friends to anſwer for them before they. 
were capable of anſwering for themſelves. 


wo 9 Ve. 
" * - 


he 


You otherwiſe could have been? 


£0} - 


When the exhortation is ended what does the 


prieſt demand of the godfathers and godmothers 1 in 
the firſt Place! ? 


What do they anſwer ? In whoſe name do they 
promiſe and vow to renounce the devil and all his 
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, with 
all covetous deſires of the ſame, and the carnal de- 
ſires of the fleſh, ſo as not to follow or be led by 
them? Do not the godfathers and godmothers 
make the very anſwer which the infant would make 
if capable of underſtanding the Chriſtian covenant? 
Do you now think that, if you had been capable of 


underſtanding the conditions of the Chriſtian covenant, 
you ſhould have anſwered as your godfathers and 
godmothers did? If you had not been already bap- 


tized, and were convinced of the neceſſity of a new 
birth unto righteouſneſs, which would you now 
do, continue dead in treſpaſſes and ſin, or ſeek for 
the new birth in the Sacrament of Baptiſm? If you 
were ſenſible that you could not become a member 
of CHRIST, a child of Gon, and an inheritor of 


the kingdom of heaven, without renouncing the 


devil, the world, and the fleſh, what would you 


be ready to do? Are you glad or ſorry that, by 


having friends to anſwer for you, you have been 
in covenant with Gop ſeveral years ſooner than 


What 
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child, | | | * 

4 > Wo 

|. Doſt thou believe in God the Father Almighty, ag 

4 Maker of heaven and earth? And in Jeſus Chriſt 

"a his only begotten Son our Lord? And that he was 2 

1 conceived by the Holy Ghoſt; born of the Virgin kn 

C Mary; that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was ye 
| crucified, dead, and buried; that he went down 

into hell, and alſo did riſe again the third day; that A; 

he aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth at the right on 

hand of God the Father Almighty; and from If 

thence ſhall come again, at the end of the world, px 


to judge the quick and the dead? 
And doſt thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt; the 
holy Catholic Church; the communion of Saints; 
the remiſſion of ſins; the reſurrection of the fleſh; 5 "09 
and everlaſting life after death ? | 


in 


To this they ſnould make the anſwer which the 
child would doubtleſs make itſelf, if capable of ſtudy- 


ing the Scriptures by which theſe articles are revealed. 
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1 ALL THIS I STEDFASTLY BELIEVE, WI 
4 Without a fledfaf? belief in Gop the Father N- W. 
9 mighty no one who is come to the uſe of reaſon 


2 


could expect to be made a child of Gon. 
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Without a /eedfaſt belief in IE sus CurisT, the Le 
only Sox of Gop, no one could expect to be made * 
a member of his church, or to have him for their 
Fond. - ca 

Without a edfa aft belief in the Hol x GHosr no hir 
one could expect 3 or aſſiſtance from 8 


0 him. Without 


it 


Gos then? Without 


1 


What are the next queſtions which the prieſt 


agree? 
Do you believe in 1 Gop the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth? If you could have 


known at your baptiſm what you now do, would 
you have profeſſed this belief? 


Do you now believe the different articles of the 
Apoſiles Creed which relate to Jesus CHRIST the 
only SON of Gop the FATHER, and our LorD? 


If you were going to be baptized ow, would you 
profeſs this belief! ? 


Do you now believe in the HoLy GHosr, and 
in all the following articles of the Creed ? Would 
you profeſs your fledfaſt belief in them? | 


Would any one who has ſenſe and reaſon, and 
who wiſhed to become a child of Gon, diſbelieve 
what he has plainly revealed in Scripture ? 


Would any one who wiſhes to be a member of 
CnRIST's church, and to have CHRISTH for their 
LorD, refuſe to believe what he and the Holy 


GHos r have revealed concerning him? . _ 
Without a ſtedfaſt belief in the HoLy Ghost 

can any one expect to be ſanified and helped by 

him? Would you profeſs to believe in the HoLy 


puts to the godfathers and godmothers ? With what 
part of the Church _ do theſe queſtions 
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( 24 ] 
Without a /tedfaft belief in the Holy Catholic 
Church, &c. no one could expect to partake of the 
privileges of the Chriſtian covenant. 


The prieſt then demands of the godfathers and 
godmothers to anſwer for the infant whether it is 


willing to be joined by the Sacrament of Baptiſm to 
the ſociety of Chriſtians ? 


OFFICE. 
Wilt thou be baptized in this faith ? 


If the infant was capable of 4now:!ng the extraor- 
dinaryprivileges belonging to a member of CHRIST, 
a child of Gop, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven, it would doubtleſs anſwer as the god- 
fathers and godmothers do. | 


OFFICE. 
THAT Is MY DESIRE. 


The prieſt then demands of the godfathers and 
godmothers to anſwer for the child's keeping the con- 
ditions of the Chriſtian covenant, 


OFFICE, 


Wilt thou then obediently keep God's Holy 
Will and Commandment, and walk in the fame 
all the days of thy life? 

| The 


l 24 } 

Without a belief in the Holy Catholic Burch, 
and the C:mmunion of Saints, can any one hope to 
partake of the pr vileges of the Chriſtian covenant f 
Without a belizf in the reſurrection of the dead, and 
the life everlaſting, can any one expect to be raiſed 
to a life of everlaſting happineſs ? 


Do you believe all the articles of the Chriſtian 
faith? If you had not been baptized, would you 
now make the ſame profeſſion as your godfathers 
and godmothers made in your name? | 


Do you think that repentance and faith are ſuf- 
ficient without obedience ? Can any one expect. 
to be taken into a covenant even with their fellow- 
creatures, without promiſing to fulfil the conditions 
of it? Has not G-D a ſtill ſtronger claim to our 
obedience to his moſt Holy Will and Commandments? 


Does 
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| L 25 J 
The infant, if ſenſible that it could not be ad- 
mitted to ſhare the privileges of the Chriſtian co- 
venant, without promiſing what is required of all 
who are admitted into it, would ſurely anſwer, as 

its ſponſors do, 
OFFICE. 
T1 wiLL., 

You ſee then your. godfathers promiſed nothing 


for you but what, .if you had been ſenſible of your 
own natural tate, and the benefits of the new birth, 


vou would have promiſed for yourſelf. 


When the godfathers, &c. have in the child's 
name promiſed the three things required, Repent- 
ance, or renouncing ſin, Faith, or belief in the 


Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and Obedience to 


Gop's Holy Will and Commandments,—the mi- 
niſter ſays the following prayer, to every clauſe of 
which the people ſay Amen. 


OFFICE, 


O merciful God, grant that the old Adam in 
this child may be ſo buried, that the new man may 
be raiſed up in him. Amen. 


Grant 


{ſy 


| 1 25 J 
Does Gop command any thing but what is really 
moſt for our own intereſt, and the good of our 
fellow creatures? If you had not been baptized, 
and were aſked whether you would obediently keeps. 
Gop's Holy Will and Commandments, what an- 
ſwer would you make ? ; 
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Did your godfathers and godmithers promiſe and 
yow any thing in your name which you ought not, 
and which you would not willingly have anfwered 
fer yourſelf, if you had been ſenſible of your natural 
fate, and the neceſſity of a new birth? Are you 
glad you had friends to anſwer for you? 
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What three things do godfathers and godmo- 
thers promiſe? 


Read the prayer which follows their promiſe 
and vow. 


W hat does the miniſter pray | may be buried in 
the infant? What does he pray may be raiſed ? 
in the infant? 


D What 


[ 26 JT | 
Grant that all carnal affections may die in him, 
and that all things belonging to the Spirit may 
live and grow in him. Amen. 

Grant that he may have power and ſtrength to 
have victory, and to triumph againſt the ws 
the world, and the fleſh. Amen. 

Grant that whoſoever is here dedicated to thee 

by our office and miniſtry, may alſo be endued 
with heavenly virtues, and everlaſtingly rewarded 
through thy mercy, O bleſſed Lord God, who 
doſt live and govern all things, world without 
end. Amen. | 


EXPLANATION. 


The old Adam ſignifies the ſinful nature derived 


from the fir/? man. Thoſe who are baptized are 


conſidered as dying unto fin, or as having this fin- 
ful nature die; and as being buried with CHRIST. 
The new man ſignifies the regenerate nature de- 
rived from the ſecond Adam, the LoxD from Hea- 
ven. "7 | 5 | 
By carnal affectious are meant too great a love 
for the body, and the things that ſuſtain this mortal 
life ; and for thoſe pleaſures which are enjoyed by 
means of the outward ſenſes. 
Things belonging to the SPIRIT are thoſe virtues 
to which the Holy SPIRIT inclines the hearts of 
the children of Gop when they are led by him. 


=. | 5 Every 


RI 
vir 
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„ 
What does he pray may die in the infant? 
What does he pray may live and grow up in the 


| infant + 4 


What does he pray that the infant may have 
power and firength to do? 


What does he pray that all wade perſons 


may be endued with! 


How does he pray they may be rewarded? 
Have they a natural right to be {o rewarded ? 


What is meant by the v Adam? 

What is ſuppoſed to become of this ſinful nature 
in Baptiſm? Would not every one wiſh to have 
this ſinful nature buried? 

What is meant by the ew man? Is it not very 
deſirable to have the ſpiritual nature derived from 
the Son os Go grow up in him? 

What are meant by carnal affections? 

| Would any one with to have carnal affections 
grow up to ſpoil his hs OE nature? | 

What are meant by things . to the Spi- 
IT? Would nat every one wiſh to have ſpiritual 
virtues * up in them? 


D 2 Have 
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27 ] 
Every one of the human race, even after they 
are born again unto a new and ſpiritual life, have 


three enemies to ſtruggle with, the Devil, the Werl, 


and the Fl: though every one who is baptized 
renounces them, he cannot auoid their temptation ; 
becauſe it is the will of our HEAVENLY FATHER 
that his children ſhould prove their obedience by 
reſiſting temptation. But he will not ſuffer them 
to be tempted above what they are able to bear— 
he will, with the temptation, make out a way to 
eſcape unhurt, and give them ſpiritual flrength to 
come off victorious, and to triumph over their three 


| ſpiritual enemies. 


To be dedicated to Gop ſignifies to be given up 
to Gop to do his Holy Will. Whoever is dedi- 
cated to Gop in Baptiſm has, beſides his earthly 
parents, a HEAVENLY FATHER. 

Our REAVENLVY FATHER endues his children 
with heavenly virtues ; he inclines them to goodneſs 
by his SPIRIT; and if they willingly practiſe 
thoſe virtues which the SPIRIT ſuggeſts, Gon 
will, through his infinite mercy, for the ſate of 


 CnnisT, (who in human nature practiſed thoſe 
virtues) reward them with everlaſting happineſs, 


the ſame as if their diſpoſition to virtue had originally 
proceeded from their aun goodneſs, 


———— —_—  ﬀ__ L 


Having 


be 
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fir 


19 1 

Have thoſe who are born again in Baptiſin any 
enemies to ſtruggle with? 

What are theſe enemies ? | 

Cannot thoſe who have renounced the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, avoid their temptations ? 

Why not? 

Will Gov ſuffer his children to be tempted be- 
yond what they are able to bear ? 
When he ſuffers them to be tempted in order to 
try their faith and obedience, what will he do for 
them, if they are faithful and obedient? 


How will they come off? Over what will they 
triumph ? 


What is meant by being dedicated to Gop? 
What FATHER have thoſe who are baptized, 
beſides their earthly father ? 


What does our HEAVENLY FATHER endue his 
children with? 


What does he incline them to by his Hol v 
SPIRIT ? | 

If they willingly practiſe theſe virtues, and „l- 
hw theſe good inclinations, what will. God do? 

Is not this a moſt wonderful inſtance of his in- 
finite goodneſs and mercy ? 


D 3 


1 1 | 
" Having prayed Gop to change the ſinful-na- 
ture of the child, the miniſter repeats the follow- 
ing prayer. 


» 


OFFICE, 


Almighty everliving God, whoſe moſt dearly 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, for the for- 
giveneſs of our ſins, did ſhed out of his moſt pre- 
cious ſide both water and blood, and gave com- 
mandment to his diſciples, that they ſhould go 
teach all nations, and baptize them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt; regard, we beſeech thee, the ſupplications 
of thy congregation ſanctify this water to the 
myſtical waſhing away of fin: and grant that #hzs 
child now to be baptized therein, may receive the 
fulneſs of thy grace, and ever remain in the num- 
ber of thy faithful and elect children, * Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


EXPLANATION. 


We read in Si. John's Goſpel, that when our 


SAvioux hung dead upon the croſs a ſoldier 
pierced bis fide, and there came out blood and 
water, to intimate (as our church ſuppoſes) that 
mankind are to be ſaved through CHRIST by wa- 
ter and blood; the 1. ater of Baptiſm, the Blood of 


the Redeemer, 


Cl 


all 


fa 


16 28 3 
After having prayed Gon to change the ſinful 
nature of the child, what does the mnjelifie re- 


peat? 


What did our Lok p ſhed out of his moſt pre- 


cious lide ? 


What does the prieſt, in the name of himf:If 
and all preſent, beſeech Gon to fardtify & ' 
What does he beſcech him to grant chat the in- 


| ne my receive & 


In what part of Scripture do we read an ac. 


count of water and blood coming out of our 


LorD's fide ? How did it happen? 
What is this circumſtance of blood and water 


flowing from his ſide underſtood to intimate? 
By what Water and Blood are mankind to be 


aved? - 
D 4 In 


What mmm een did he give to his diſci- 


ples? 
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1 CnRIsT had not commanded his apoftles to 
baptize i in the name of the FATHER, the SON, and 
the HoLy Gnosr, they would have had no autho- 
rity to do it; Baptiſm would not have been a Sa- 
crament; bac, having commanded his , 2 r/t miniſters 
to baptize in this manner all nations, there is the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe he deſigned the ſame 
form of words to be uſed as long as the Chriſtian 


_ covenant ſhall continue in force, namely, to the 


end of the world. 

All who are preſent at a chriſtening ſhould pray 
to Gop to bleſs the ordinance of Baptiſm, becauſe 
it concerns that body of which _ Chriſtian i is a 
member. 


Water cannot of itſelf waſh away "ſom: n; it can only 


waſh it away my/tically, that is, in a ſecret, hidden 
way, which we cannot fully comprehend. The 
water of Baptiſm being confecrated or ſet apart for 
a holy purpoſe, and ſanctifed of Gop for the end 
deſigned, is an outward viſible ſign that Gop, re- 
garding the infant as a member of CHRIS T's body, 


on account of Repentance and Faith, and the pro- 


miſe of Obedience, cleanſes it from the guilt of /in 
for his ſake; and it is alſo a pledge or token to aſſure 
the baptized perſen that he is regarded of G0D as 

regenerate or born again ta a life of ri 'ghteauſneſs. 
The fulneſs of the grace of Gop ſignifies ſuch a 
ſhare of Gop's favour, and ſuch a meaſure of the 
HoLy SPIRIT, as may be neceflary for the bap- 
| ti d 


cot 
tiſ 


is 


1 
In whoſe name were the diſciples commanded to 
baptize? If ChHRISH had not commanded it, would 
they have had authority to do it ? Would Baptiſm 
have been a Sacrament if any other but CHRIST 


had ordained it? Why not? As CHRIST did or- 


dain the Sacrament, and commanded his fit mi- 
niſters to baptize in this manner all nations, is 
there not reaſon to believe that he deſigned all fu- 
ture mini/lers ſhould baptize, and uſe the ſame form 
of words in Baptiſm to the end of the world ? 

What ſhould all who are preſent at a chriſten- 
ing pray Gop to do? 

Why ſhould they thus pray ? 


Can water of ſe 5 ina natural ways waſh away 
fin? 

Can it reach the ſoul ? 

Can it cleanſe a ſpirit? 

Is there any human creature without a ſoul or 
ſpirit © | | 

In what way alone can water waſh away ſin? 

What is meant by the word myſtical © 


What is water the outward ſign of when it, is 


conſecrated or ſet apart for the holy purpoſe of Bap- 
tiſm, and ſanctiſied of Gop for the end deſigned ? 
Of what is it a pledge? 
What is that fulneſs of the grace of Gon which 
is prayed for in this prayer ? 
As long as he is full of the grace of Gop will 
D 5 { he 
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tized perſon to continue dead unto fin, buried wich 
Carrsy, and alive unto righteouſneſs. 

Faithful and ele children ſignify thoſe people 
who keep their part of the Chriſtian covenant, for 
theſe have an eternal inheritance yeſerved for them 
in the heavenly kingdom of Gop, and a ſhare in 
the privileges of his children on earth, particularly 
the aid of the Hoy SeiRiT, and a right for 
Cuxlsr's ſake, as his m:mber, to call Go their 
FATHER, | 


" 


— 


OFF 10 E. 
This prayer ended, the prieft ſhall take the child inte 
his hands, and ſhall ſay to the On and god- 


mothers, 


Name this child. 


And then naming it after them, (i, they ſhall certify 
him that the child may well endure it) he ſhall dip 
it in the water diſcreetly and warily, ſay ing, 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 

0 and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


But if they certify that the child ts wk it ſhall 


ſuffice to pour water upon it, ſaying the foreſaid 
UBT GS. 


EXPLANATION, 


1 
he not be dead unto _—_ b alive unto righte- 


ouſneſs? 
Who are meant by faithful and elect children? 


: 3 have theſe reſerved for them in heaven? 


What have they a ſhare of upon carth ? 


1 


A 
= — — * 2 — 1 
5 Hh nne - ths 4. - — —— - — 2 — 4 
< = 1 7 a. HE I KO 8 = 22 — nv; * 2 Re — g = > == 
C þ 5 2 f . 1 . 8 8 * * * ——— — — —_ * 

— 8 . > . 7 por 3 2 e 
* 3 - 6 p E: At. 4 by — ** 7 5 5 "CER 8 
SFC * 2 TTT 8 CS 8 
5 5 WY _ l 2 e r 4 * * N — —— 4 ol 

— hb 51 x . - — — — — —— . — - 
3 1 4 — r 5 — 9 - — - - > 
\ — ot * Fa, 5 eds. i * — q - ——— „ 4 * RE * S 
— jr) b 2 — I 2 
7 7 12 © by * — 1 E = * * = 
B n „„ 240 „ * * — 1 — - * 


What are the greateſt of theſe pri y ileges? 


What does the prieſt do after having prayed 
God to ſanctify 18 water of Baptifm ? 


What does he fay to the godfathers and god- 
mothers ? : 
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What does he fay when be baptizes the infant? 


BY* 


Wo ie ag Is 

2 — or ans 
toe rata 
n — 2 2 Xx: 


* = 
n * 
1 - = by 3 
— - TIS1 


1 
EXPLANATION. | 

As our climate is not a hot one, and infants are 
likely to get cold by dipping, the cuſtom has been 
changed in the Church of England from a perſua- 
ſion that, provided water is uſed in Baptiſm as an 
outward and viſible ſign, the quantity is immaterial. 
Without the ſp:ritual grace not all the rivers in 
the world, nor even the ocean itſelf, could waſh 

away the original defilem:nt of human nature; with 
the ſpiritual grace a drop of water, accompanied by 
| Repentance and Faith, will be efficacious. 

The name which is given to a child at its Bap- 
tiſm is called its Chri/tian name, becauſe it was 
given him when he was made a Chriſtian. - 

By the name which his godfathers and godmothers 
gave to him the new Chriſtian is received into 
the Church of ChRIs T, or among the members 
of CyrisT on earth. The having a Chriſtian 
name given him ſignifies that he profeſſes to be a 
diſciple of CHRIST, to own him for a Lord and 
MasTER, and live as his goſpel directs. 

The Chriſtian name is alſo a fign by which the 
Chriſtian ſhould be reminded that he was born 
again in Baptiſm to a life of righteouſneſs, made a 
member of CHRIST, and as ſuch a child of Gop 
by adoption and grace. 

By adoption and grace are meant being taken 


into favour with Gop, of his own free mercy, 
through 
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Is it common not to dip children? 
Why is it omitted: 0 
If water has not a natural property to waſh away 
fin, but its being inſrumental to it depends entirely 
on the bleſſing of Gon, is it not reaſonable to 
think that he can give as much efficacy to a /ingle 
drop as to a river or even an ocean of water? 


— — . 
2 
a” 


What is that name called which is given to an- 
infant at Baptiſm ? _—— a 


By what name is the new Chriſtian received 
into the Church of CHRIST? 

What is meant by his being received into 
CurisT's Church? 

What does his having a Chuidion: name ſignify 2. 


What elſe ſhould the Chriſtian name of every 
. perſon ſerve as a ſign to remind him of? 


What is meant by adoption and grace? Could 
ay one born the child of wrath become a child 


of 
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through Jesus CrrtsT, ſo as to be owned by him 
as his children, To thoſe whom he adopts Go 
gives his fatherly protection from ſpiritual and 
temporal evils, and provides all things needful 
both for their ſouls and bodies: he alfo gives them 
fatherly correction when they act contrary to his 
commandments, lends a favourable. ear to their 
prayers when they repent, and provides an eternal 
inheritance for them in the kingdom of heaven, if 
they continue obedient. 


In the Sacrament of Baptiſm the children of 


Adam, born in ſin, and under the wrath of God, 


are called into Gop's favour, and reconciled to him 
as members of CHRIST, and made by adoption and 
grace what they were not by nature, Children of 


Gos. They are eleched or choſen to be heirs of 


glory after the reſurrection of the dead; but it ſtill 
remains with them to make their calling and elee- 
tion fure, by continuing ſtedfaſt in faith and obe- 
dience; if they renounce any of the articles of the 
Chriſtian faich they depart from their covenant, 
and if they prove diſobedient children, and refuſe 


td be guided by the Spirit of their BravenLy Fa- 


THER, they cut themſelves off from ChRIST's 
body, and will be caſt off as corrupt members. 
——ñů—ů— — | 


When the child, on account of its being bap- 


" tized in the name of the FATHER, Son, and 


Ho LY 


1 
of Gop any otherwiſe than by adoption and grace? 
From what does Gop protect thoſe whom he 
adopts as his children à. 

What does he provide for them ? 


What does he give them when they depart from 
their duty ? 


What does he do when they repent? 
What will he do if they continue obedient? - 
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Are the children of Adam, as members of 
Cnkisr, reconciled to Gop in the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm? 

What are they made by at and grace 2 

W hat are they elected or choſen to be? 

Is there any thing remaining for them to do? 

How are they to. make their * and electian 

fure? 

What will they do if they renounce any of the 
articles of the Chriſtian faith ? | 

What will they cut themſelves off from if Wa 
prove difobedrent children? 


What will Gor do to thake who continue in 
diſobedience ? 


When the child has been baptized in the name 
of the FATrHER, the Son, and the Hor Gmosr, 


in 
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19 
HorLy Ghost, is concluded to be received by 
CHRIST, as his member, ſanctiſſed by the Hol v 
SPIRIT, and made the child of Go by adoption 
and grace, the miniſter, in the name of himſelf 


and all Chriſtian people who may be preſent, ſays, 


= 
OFFICE, 


We receive this child into the congregation of 
Chriſt's flock, and do ſign him with the ſign of 


the croſs, in token that hereafter he ſhall not be 


aſhamed to confeſs the faith. of Chriſt crucified, 
and manfully to fight under his banners, againſt 
ſin, the world, and the devil, and to continue 
Chriſt's faithful ſoldier and ſervant unto His life's 


end. Amen. 
' EXPLANATION. 


By this form the miniſter expreſſes the conſent 
of himſelf and thoſe who are preſent, and indeed 
of all the members of the eſtabliſhed church, to 


admit the new Chriſtian into their ſociety, and to a 


participation of the benefits which Chriſtian people 
are entitled to on earth by the laws of the land, 
which are many. 


He alſo, in the name of himſelf and all Chriſ- 


tians, acknowledges the baptized perſon to be 


among the number of thoſe whom they are bound, 


to love and aff? in a more eſpecial manner for 
their 


ö 


of 


31 
in what relation may we conclude it to ftand 
to CHRIST TD By whom may we conclude it to be 
ſanctiſed? | 
What may we conclude it to have become by 
adoption and grace? 


What does the miniſter then, in the name of 
himſelf and all Chriſtians who may chance to be 
preſent, ſay? Where does he ſay they receive the 
child? What does he ſign him with? What is 
the ſign of the croſs a token of? What is he to 


confeſs who is ſo ſigned? What is he to do under 


CuRISsT's banner? Againſt whom is he to fight? 
What is he to continue? 


What does the miniſter expreſs by this form? 
Are Chriſtian people entitled to any privileges 
by the /aw of the land? 


What does the miniſter in the name -of all 
Chriſtians acknowledge ? | 

For whoſe ſake are Chriſtians bound in a more 
eſpecial manner to af} one another? | 
— What 


- EE — > - 1” 7 TE. n 8 2 = 8 — __ 2 - - _ 
N JF . 5 2 — oy - . PIES e - 4 * —— 
r. hy * * ” = 3 1 . 1 - 4. 208 1 
PP ² -m; . . %⅛ 5b! OO” Eerie 
orgs ara. r 3 - CE 5 2 we or 9 R r 2 2 P 
xv = x — — 5 ” Z 2 2 & as” 2 2 


— — — — 


4 1 
9 
4 
1 
Fig . , 
1 2 
1 
*W 
+") 
2 1 


1 
their Saviour's ſake, who commanded: all his 
followers to love one another as he had laved them. 
The ſign of the croſs is a token to the child that 
be is a diſciple of the Saviour who laid down his 


life for mankind ; and that it is his duty to confeſs 


his faith in CHAIST crucified. Our LoRD, be- 
fore he left the world, ſaid to his diſciples, Mo- 
foever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, in 
this ſinful generation, of him alf ſha!l the Son of Man 
be aſhamed when he ſhall come in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, and all the Holy Angels with him. I haſeever 
Hall confeſs me before men, him will IT alſa confeſs be- 


fore my Father which is in heaven. 


It is no uncommon thing, in this generation or 


age, to ſee people aſhamed of their Chriſtian profeſ- 

fon if they chance to be in company with /coffers 
who turn it into ridicule. On theſe occaſions 
they ſhould call to mind our SAaviour's words, 
and think how they will be able to bear the ſhame 
ol being expoſed as unfaithful ſervants before Gon 
and the Holy Angels. 

St. Peter was once tempted to deny his LorD; 
but no ſooner was he reminced of his fin than he 
wept bitterly to think that he could be ſo baſe and ſo 
mean as to diſhonour that Maſter who was about 
to lay down his life for his ſervants. 


The Chriſtian life is compared to a warfare, 
and Chriſtians to ſaldiers, becauſe they have power- 
| ox ful 


11 

What did CHRIST command his followers to 
do? 

What is the ſign of the croſs a aalen of to the 
baptized perſon? 

What is he bound as a diſciple to * fs ? 

Then he is not to keep his Chriſtian profeſſion 
a ſecret, is he? 

What did our Los, a little before he left the 
world, ſay concerning thoſe who ſhould be aſhamed 
of him ? | 
What did he ſay of thoſe who ſhould confeſs 
him? | | 


ls it a common thing in this generation to ſee 
people aſhamed of their Chriſtian profeſſion? What 
ſhould they call to mind on theſe occaſions? What 
ſhould they think ? If they are aſhamed and afraid 
to bear the ſcaffs of ignorant, wicked people on 
earth, how will they bear to be expoſed as unfuithe 
ul ſervants before Gop and the Holy Angels. 


Do we read in Scripture of any diſciple who was 
tempted to deny his Lox D? What did Peter do as 
| ſoon as he was reminded of his ſin? What did he 
weep for? Have not all equal cauſe to weep bitterly 
for denying or being aſhamed of a Loxp who has 
laid down his life for his ſervants? 

What is the Chrzſtian life compared to? 

What are Chriſtians compared to? 


Why 


1 34 J 
their Saviour's ſake, who commanded: all his 
followers to love one another as he had loved them. 
The ſign of the croſs is a token to the child that 
be is a diſciple of the Saviour who laid down his 


life for mankind ; 'and that it is his duty to confeſs 


his faith in CHRIST crucified. Our LoRD, be- 
fore he left the world, ſaid to his diſciples, Mo- 


ever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, in 


this ſinful generation, of him alſo ſha!l the Son of Man 
be aſhamed when he ſhall come in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, and all the Holy Angels with him. IWheſrever 
ſhall confeſs me before men, him will J alſo confe eſs be- 


fore my Father which is in heaven. 


It is no uncommon thing, in this generation or 


age, to ſee people aſhamed by their Chriſtian prefeſ- 


fon if they chance to be in company with /coffers 


who turn it into ridicule. On theſe occaſions 
they ſhould call to mind our SAaviour's words, 
and think how they will be able to bear the ſhame 
' of being expoſed as unfaithful ſervants before Gon 
and the Holy Angels. 

St. Peter was once tempted to deny his Lok p; 


but no ſooner was he reminced of his fin than he 


wept bitterly to think that he could be ſo baſe and ſo 
mean as to diſhonour that Maſter who was about 
to lay down his life for his ſervants, 


The Chriſtian life is compared to a warfare, 
and Chriſtians to ſaldiers becauſe they have power- 


de 


be 


11 


What did CHRIST command his pat to 


do? 
What is the ſign of the croſs a tele of to the 
| baptized perſon? . | 

What is he bound as a diſciple to 1 fs © 

Then he is not to keep his Chriſtian profeſſion 
a ſecret, is he? 

What did our Lox, a little before he left the 
world, ſay concerning thoſe who ſhould be aſhamed 
of him? 


What did he ſay of thoſe who ſhould confe ** 


him? 


| Ts it a common thing in this generation to ſee 
people aſhamed of their Chriſtian profeſſion? What 
ſhould they call to mind on theſe occaſions? What 
ſhould they think ? If they are aſhamed and afraid 
to bear the ſcoffs of ignorant, wicked people on 
earth, how will they bear to be expoſed as unfuitb. 
ful ſervants before God and the Holy Angels. 


Do we read in Scripture of any diſciple who was 
tempted to deny his Lox D? What did Peter do as 
ſoon as he was reminded of his fin? What did he 
weep for? Have not all equal cauſe to weep bitterly 
for denying or being aſhamed of a LoxD who has 
laid down his life for his ſervants ? 

What is the Ghr/tian life compared to? 

What are Chriſtians compared to? 
| 1 Why 
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ful enemies to ſtruggle with. CHRIST, in allu- 
ſion to this warfare, is called their Captain, be- 
cauſe he is the guide or leader to ſalvation. By 
his life, ſufferings, and death, he, as a ſecond Adam, 


fulfilled all righteouſneſs, and obtained redemption 


for the whole race of mankind, and ſalvation for 
all who will fellow him, or copy his example. By 


his goſpel he inſtructs his ſoldiers in their duty; by 


his Spixir he arms them for the combat, and 
aſſiſts them in ſubduing their ſpiritual enemies; 
| and if they fight manfully he will finally conduct 
them to a heavenly kingdom which he has gained 
for them: and when they are ſigned with the ſign 
of the croſs they are enlifled as it were under 


CnRISsT's banner, they ſubmit themſelves to his 


command, and engage to ſtrive againſt the devil, 
the world, and the fleſh, that they may not reign 


over them inſtead of Him who is their i L 


Lord and Maſter. 


In reſpect to human affairs, every ſoldier who 


deſerts to the enemy is reckoned a traitor; and every 

one who refuſes to fight under a good commander, 

or yields himſelf a flave to the enemy, is deemed a 

cavard: how much more are they traitors and 
cowards who deſert from the Captain of their Sal- 

vation, and yield thembedves ſlaves to _ the 
world, and the fieſh! = 

Whoever conſiders the value of the prize for 


b perm he contends, and the Juppert he ſhall have, 
will 


C. 


31 | 
Why are Chriſtians compared to /alders? 


What is CHRIST called in alluſion to un 


Chriſtian warfare? 
Why is he called their Captain? 
What did he obtain by his / Heines for all 
mankind ? 
What did he purchaſe for thoſe who will * 
him? 


What does the Captain of their Salvation do by 


bis Goſpel? 

What does he do by his Spirit? 

If Chriſtians fight manfully, what will their Cap- 
tain do; | 

When baptized perſons are ſigned with the fign 
of the croſs, are they not en/:/ted, as it were, under 
CHRIST's banner? 

To what do they ſubmit agen, 4 

What do they engage to do? 


In human affairs what is every /oldizr reckoned 
who deſerts to the enemy? 

What is every one reckoned who refuſe to fight 
under a good commander, or who yields himſelt 
a ſlave to the enemy? | 

What are thoſe then who deſert from the Captain 
of their Salvation, and who yield themſelves ſaves 
to Satan, the world, and the fleſh ? 

What will thoſe do who conſider the value of the 
prize for which they fight in the Chriſtian warfare ? 

What 
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will ſurely fight manfully; that is, as a human 


creature redeemed from everlaſting death, and 
made a child of Gon, Hu and is enabled to fight. 


The prize is no leſs than everla/ting life and happi- 


eſs in heaven; but whoever wiſhes to gain it muſt 
continue CHRIST's faithful ſervant unto the end of 
their life, for to ſuch only has he promiſed the 
crown. Theſe are the words of our great Com- 
mander, delivered ſince he took poſſeſſion of his 
kingdom, 
He that overcometh ſhall be clothed in white rai- 
ment, and J will confeſs his name before my Father 
which is in heaven.—To him that overcemeth will I 
grant to fit with me in my throne, even as J alſ 
gvercame, and am fat down with my FATHER on his 
throne, —Gop Pall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſor- 
row nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are paſſed away.—Behold 1 
come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give ts 
every man according to his work, 
Happy will thoſe be who at the cloſe of 10 can 
ſay with St. Paul, I have fought a good fight, [ 
have finiſhed my courſe; henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the LoRD, the 
righteous judge, Mall give me at the laſt day, and not 
to me only, but to all them alſo that love his appearing. 


Having 


E 


=” 


_ 
What is to be underſtood by fighting manfully ? 


What is the prize for which Chriſtians are to 
fight manfully, under the command and protection 
of the Captain of their Salvation, againſt the Devil, 


the world, and the fleſh © 


What muſt thoſe who wiſh to gon it continue 
to the. end of their lives? 


Has not our great Commander, fince he took 
poſſeſſion of his kingdom, given great encourage- 
ment to his ſldiers and ſervants to continue faithful 
till death? What has he promiſed to him that 


overcometh his ſpiritual enemies? What does he 
lay Gop will do? 


Will it not be a moſt happy ſtate to get into a 
world in which there will be no more ſorrow, tears, 
or pain, for endleſs ages? What does our LokD 
promiſe to bring with him? How way” he reward 
every man? 

What did St. Paul fay a little before he died? 
Will not thoſe be happy who at the cloſe of life 
can ſay the ſame? To whom did St. Paul ſay the 
Lord the righteous judge will give the crown of 
life? Who will love the appearance of their hea- 
venly judge, thoſe who have proved themſelves 
faithful ſeldiers and ſervants, or thoſe who have de- 
ferted from him, and yielded themſelves faves to 
Satan, the world, and the "cf 4 
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Having received the child into the covaregation | 
of CarisT's church, the miniſter pronounces 


him regenerated, or. a New creature, and grafied 
into the body of CHRIST, or a member of CHRIST, 
and very properly calls upon the people preſent to 


return thanks to ALMIGHTY Gop for the bleſſ- 
ings procured to him by Baptiſm, which are be- 


yond value, He then calls upon. them to join 
with him in praying that the child may lead the 


reſt of his life agreeable to the beginning of it, 


ſaying, 


Pg 


Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that this 
chill is regenerate and grafted into, the body of 
Chriſt's church, let us give thanks unto Almighty 
God for theſe benefits, and with one accord make 
our. prayers unto him, that this child may lead 
the reſt of his life according to this beginning. 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 


EXPLANATION. 


As the beſt prayers which men can make are 


imperfect, and as the LorD's Prayer was taught 
by our bleſſed SAVIOUR himſelf, no ordinance of 


5 religion 


t 


Ff 


[97-1 
After having received the child into the congre- 
gation of CarisT's church, what does the miniſter 
pronounce him? OG 


What does he call upon the people who are pre- 
ſent to do ? 


What elſe does he call upon them to join with 
him in? | | 


Should not every Chriſtian who is preſent at a 
Chriſtening return thanks to ALMIOGHTY Gop 
that another human being is born again unto righte- 
2uſneſs, and that another member is added to that 
Holy Church which is called the body of CHRIST? 
Ought they not, according to the principle of 
Chriſtian charity, to offer up their earneſt ſuppliea- 
tions that he may lead the re/? of his life accord- 
ing to this beginning of it © 

What prayer do the miniſter and people join in? 


Is any ordinance of religion complete without the 
Lokp's Prayer? Why not ? 


E What 


1 38 ] 
religion can be complete without it ; but it is par- 
ticularly proper in the office of Baptiſm to addreſs 


Gop as our FATHER, to pray that his kingdom 
may come, and his will be done in earth as it is in 


heaven, not only by the new Chriflian, but by 
every perſon preſent. a 


nm 


The Lord's Prayer ended, 
The Prieſt ſhall ſay the following thankſeiving. 


OFFICE. 


We yield thee hearty thanks, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, that it hath pleaſed thee to regenerate #his 
infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for 
thine own child by adoption, and to incorporate 
him into thy holy church. And humbly we be- 
ſeech thee to grant, that he being dead unto fin, 
and living unto righteouſneſs, and being buried 
with Chriſt in his death, may crucify the old man, 
and utterly aboliſh the whole body of ſin, and that 
as he is made partaker of the death of thy Son, he 
may alſo be partaler of his reſurrection; ſo that 
finally, with the reſidue of thy holy church, he 
may be an inheritor of thine everlaſting kingdom, 
through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


EXPLANATION. 


Fi 


| SS... ED. >. es 


he may alſo be made a partaker of? 


1 : 

What is particularly proper to be done in the 
office of Baptiſm? Is it not proper to include a 
new Chriſtian brother or ſiſter when addreſſing our 
HEAVENLY FATHER, and to pray that God's 


kingdom may come, and his will be done by us and 
the new Chriſtian, &c. 


| What is the — to fay after the Loxo' 8 
Prayer? 


What thanks are proper to render to ALMIGH- 
Ty Gop for being pleaſed to regenerate the infant 
with his HoLy SeiriT, for making him his cron 
child by adoption, and incorporating him into the 


Church of CHRIST? 


As the infant is now dead unto ſin and living unto 
righteouſneſs, and buried with CHRIST, what ſhould 
all preſent beſeech Gop to grant that he may be 
enabled to do? 

As the infant is by Baptiſm made A 8 of 
the death of CaRIsT, what fhould they pray that 


What ſhould they pray that he may finally be? 


3 


EXPLANATION. 


There is no doubt but that Gop does his part 
in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, by giving the inward 
and ſpiritual grace, by which baptized perſons are 
cleanſed from fin and born again, and of which 
water is the outward and wifible ſign, 

And the ſame faith or belief in Gop's promiſes 
which leads parents to have their infants baptized, 
and godfathers and godmothers to anſwer for them, 
and other people to be preſent at chriſtenings, 
ſhould incline them all to believe that what they 
_ prayed for is aZually done, that the child is really 
and truly in the ſight of Gop a new creature, 
cleanſed from /in by the HoLy SeirIT, made a 
child of Gop by adoption, and incorporated or taken 
into the body of CHRIST. They may therefore 
very ſafely pray for him as 2 new creature, dead 
unto fin, and alive unto righteouſneſs. 

But as every human being has a freedom of will, 
it is poſſible that this new creature thus cleanſed 
from original ſin, or the defilement of fin, by water 
and the HoLy SPIRIT, may, when he comes to 


the uſe of his reaſon, neglect to avail himſelf of 


theſe high privileges, may forget that he is the chi 
of Gop, a ſervant and a foldier of JIEsus CHRIST, 
and that, as ſuch, he is to cruciſy the old man, 
and abeliſh the whole body of ſin. 

| To 


198 1 


Is there not all the reaſon in the world to believe 


that Gop does His part in the Sacrament of Bap- 


tiſin? What do we underſtand to be Gop's part? 
What is the outward /ign and pledge of this inward 


and ſpiritual grace ? 
What ſhould that Faith, which leads parents to 


have their children baptized, godfathers and god- 
mothers to anſwer for them, and other people to be 


preſent at chriſtenings, incline them all to be- 
lieve 


If they believe all this, what may they do? 


Has every human creature a freedom of will ? 

What is it poflible then that the new creature, 
cleanſed from the defilement of original ſin, and 
born again of water and of the Spirit to a life of 
righteouſneſs, may negle& to do when he comes 
to the uſe of his underſtanding ? 

What is it poſſible he may through inattention 
forget 


E 2 How 
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To crucify the old man, and to aboliſh the whole 
body of fin, is to endeavour to ſubdue and mortify 


every corrupt inclination, and to ſtrive to root it 


out of his heart. If he indulges ſin he cannot be 
a partaker of the benefits of the death and reſur- 
rection of CHRIST; he will loſe his title to the 
heavenly inheritance promiſed to him, and pro- 
voke his HEAVENLY FATHER to diſinherit him 
and caſt him off. 

It is therefore an act of Chriſtian charity to im- 
plore Gon to give his early grace to the baptized 
infant, that he may grow up in habits of piety and 


virtue, which will greatly leſſen his labours, in 
cruciſying the old man and aboliſhing the body of ſin, 


and preſerve him from becoming a devoted ſlave to 


Satan. 


After the Thankſgiving, all flanding up, the prieſt 
ſhall ſay to the godfathers and * this Ex- 
_ hortation following. 


Foraſmuch as this child hath promiſed by you, 
his ſureties, to renounce the devil and all his works, 
to believe in God, and to ſerve him ; ye muſt re- 
member that it is your parts and duties to ſee that 
this infant be taught, ſo ſoon as he ſhall be able to 
learn, what a ſolemn vow, promiſe, and profeſ- 


ſion, he hath here made by you. And that he 


may 


„ 

How ſhould he crucify the old man, and utterly 
aboliſ the whole "body of fin © 

What ſhould he endeavour to ſubdue, mort 
and entirely root out? 

If he indulges or gives way to ſin can he expect 
to partake of the benefits of CHR1sT's death and re- 
ſarrection & 


Is it not an act of Chriſtian charity to entreat 
Go to give his early grace to the baptized infant, 
that he may grow up in habits of piety and virtue? 

What will theſe 2arly habits greatly leflen ? 

What will they prove a means of OI him 


from 4 


What follows the Thankſgiving i in the office of 
Baptiſm ? 


What do children promiſe by their ſureties? 
If godfathers and godmothers promiſe theſe 


things in the name re of a 3 what is it their. duty 
to ſee to? 


E 4 


„ 


may know theſe things the better, ye ſhall call In 

upon him to hear ſermons, and chiefiy ye ſhall bette 

provide that he may learn the Creed, the Lord's teach 

| | prayer, ana the Ten Commandments, in the vul- thers 
| gar tongue, and all other things which a Chriſtian anſwi 
| ought to know and believe to his ſoul's health; VW 
| and that this child may be virtuouſly brought up to W 
| lead a godly and a Chriſtian life; remembering Cz 
| always, that Baptiſm doth repreſent unto us our dange 
[| profeflion, which is, to follow the example of our Is 
[ | Saviour Chriſt, and to be made like unto him ; everl: 
|| that as he died and roſe again for-us, ſo ſhould we, Is 
who are baptized, die from fin, and riſe again un- whic 


| to righteouſneſs, continually mortifying all our 
eiuvil and corrupt affections, and daily proceeding 

in all virtue and godlineſs of living. 

Then ſhall he add, and ſay, 

Ve are to take care that this child be brought to 
the biſhop to be confirmed by him, fo ſoon as he 
can ſay the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments, in the vulgar tongue, and be 
further inſtructed in the Church Catechiſm ſet 
| forth for that purpoſe. 


— 


EXPLANATION. 
” 1 ms exhortation is deſigned, 3 
Firſt, To remind godfathers and godmothers of WI 
the promiſe and vorv they r made in the mot be- 


| . | child's 


1 7] 

In order that the infant may 4now theſe things 
better than many of their ſureties are capable of 
teaching them, what ſhould godfathers and godmo- 
thers frequently call upon thoſe whom they have 
anſwered for to do? 

What ſhould they chiefly provide for? 

What is meant by the fouÞ's health? 

Can that /oul be ſaid to be in health which is in- 
danger of everlaſting death? 

Is not that foul in health which i is in the way of 
everlaſting life ? 

Is not that ſoul in the way of everlaſting lift 

when! is virtuous and godly ? 


What is the exhortation to godfathers and god 
mothers deſigned for in the fir/t piace? 
2 E 5 What 


f a1 

child's name, which lays them under an obliga- 
tion to ſee that he is properly inſtructed to fulfil iti. 
Secondly, This exhortation points out the par- 
ticulars in which young Chriſtians ſhould be in- 
Atructed, that they may be able to fulfil the promiſe 
and the vow made in their name when they come 
to years of diſcretion. As godfathers and godmo- 
thers are not conſtantly with their godchildren, 
and may not be able, for want of a good educa- 
tion, to explain the principles of the Chriſtian 
religion to them, they are directed to ſee that 


they are taught the Creed, the Lord's. Prayer, 


and the Ten Commandments ; the firſt of theſe con- 
tains all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
they profeſſed in the child's name to believe; the 


ſecond aſſiſts them in the way of praying to their 


heavenly Father; and the third teaches them what 
theſe Commandments particularly are, in which they 
have promiſed that they ſhall walk. 


Thirdly, This exhortation explains, in very 


few words, what a godly and Chriſtian life is, 


which demands the particular confideration of 


thofe who are wvirtuauſly brought up; for the 
beſt inſtruction will avail but little, unleſs young 
perſons remember, that is, always keep in mind, 
with a deſire to lead a godly and a Chriſtian life, 
that the Sacrament of Baptiſm, which they re- 
ceived in their infancy, repreſents the Chriſtian 


15 Ye Ven, or what every one profeſſes who call 


themſelves 


pl 


L 4 J 

What obligation do they lay themſelves under by 
making a promiſe and vow in the name of a child? 
What does this exhortation point out in the ſe- 


cond place? 

What particulars ſhould young Chriſtians be in- 
Arrutted 3 in to enable them to perform the promiſe 
and vow made in their name ? 


Why are godfathers and podmothers directed to 
fee that the children are taught the Creed, &c. 


What does the Creed contain ? 


What does the Loxp's Prayer put children i in 


the way of doing ? 
What do the Commandments teach Oy 


What does this exhortation explain in the third 
place? | 
Ils it not a matter of great conſequence to know 
and conſider what a godly and a Chriſtian life is? 
Will the mere #nowledge of duty be ſufficient? 
W hat does this exhortation intimate that young 
perſons ſhould always remember or keep in mind? 
Is it ſufficient if they merely remember ſo as not 
to forget their duty ? 
What defire ſhould EO this remem- 


brance © 
What 


1 3 1 
themſelves Chriſtians ; which is, to follow the ex- 


ample of our Savi0UR Cart, and to be made 


as like unto him as human frailty will admit of: 
that as he died and roſe again for them, fo ſhould 
thoſe who are baptized die from fin, and riſe again 
unto righteouſneſs; die from fin by continually mor- 
tifying or killing, as it were, their corrupt and evil 
inclinations, that is, whatever inclinations have a 
tendency to corrupt the mind by deſtroying virtue 
and cheriſhing vice; and riſe to righteouſneſs, ſo 


as daily to proceed, or to improve from day to day, 


in all virtue and godlineſs of living, under the guid- 
ance of the HoLy SPIRIT, whoſe aid will be 


granted if they pray for it, 


——o_ SIS r —— 


L 


=; OFFICE, | 
It is certain by God's Word, that children which 


are baptized, dying before they commit actual fin, 


are undoubtedly ſaved. 


EXPLANATION. 


If properly improved it will be found a great 
advantage and bleſſing, both in reſpect to the af- 


fairs of this life and of that which is to come, to 
have been born of Chri/tian parents and baptized in 


infancy. 
The laws of the nation give many privileges to 


Chriflians which others have not, No unbaptized 


+ perfon 


If tl 


tians v 
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What ſhould they remember in reſpect to the 


Sacrament of Baptiſm? 

What does every one profeſs who calls himſelf 
a Chriſtian? | 

If Caurisr died and * again, what ſhould thoſe 
who are baptized do! 

How can they die to fin? 

What are meant by corrupt and evil inclinations ? 

How can they riſe unto righteouſneſs ? | 

Whoſe aid muſt they have to enable them to die 
unto fin and riſe unto righteouſneſs ? 

How are they to obtain the aid 1 the Hor v 
SpIRIT 


If the law of the land gives privileges to Chriſ- 
tians which others cannot enjoy, is it not an ad- 
vantage 


14 ] 
perſon can obtain poſſeſſion of an eſtate by inherit- 


, giſtered in the pariſh books, and -if their names 
cannot be found there the lawfulneſs of their birth 
is diſputable, and the next heir, if he has been 
baptized, may obtain the inheritance from him. 

Children baptized in infancy are dedicated to 
Gop before they are capable of being tempted by 
the three ſpiritual enemies of mankind ; they are 
born unto righteouſneſs, cleanſed from the defile- 

ment brought upon human nature by the fin of the 
firſt man; and there is no doubt but that, if they 
die in their infancy, they are received by their Sa- 


VIOUR into his heavenly kingdom, 
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Great allowances will doubtleſs be made for 
thoſe children who, having carel-/s parents and 
ſureties, are neglecied, and ſuffered to grow up ig- 
norant of the terms of the Chriſtian covenant; but 
they will not be excuſed if other opportunities are 
afforded them of learning their duty. . / 


Happy 


ance, for all children who are chriſtened are re- 
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vantage to be born of Chriſtian parents who take 
care that their children are baptized in their in- 
Fancy? | 
Would it not be a ſad thing to loſe a * eſtate 
for want of being chrisne and regiſtered i in the 
pariſh book? | 

Is it not a great blefling for children to be 4. 
cated to Gop before they are capable of being 
tempted by the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh? 
Is it not a great bleſſing to be cleanſed from the- 
defilement of original fin, and become a child of 
Gop in early infancy? Is there not the greateſt 
reaſon to believe that Gop, who is ſo good as to 
admit infants into covenant with. him for their SA- 
vIouR's ſake, will admit them into heaven for his 
ſake, if they die without having committed actual 
fin? Is there not reaſon to believe that the SAa- 
VIOUR who faid, Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, will receive thoſe to him - 
ſelf who have been baptized according to his Pp 
inſtitution ? 

Suppoſe children whoſe lives are ſpared aw 
careleſs parents and ſureties, do not you think Gon 
will graciouſly make allowance for their ignorance ? 
Suppoſe they ſhould chance to be ſent to a {choot 
where there are teachers willing to inſtru& them 
in the Creed, the Lok b's Prayer, and the whole 
of the Church Catechiſm, will they have the ſame 
excuſe for ignorance then? Suppoſe they are taken 

to 


1 


Happy are they who, as their underſtanding 
ripens, and they become capable of learning their 
duty, and of committing fin, have good parents 
and friends to train them up in the way they ſhould 
go! and thrice happy are they who yield their 
minds to be guided by the HoLy Spixrr in the 
way of holineſs, and who ſeize with pleaſure every 
opportunity of learning their duty, and practiſing 
it to the beſt of their knowledge; ſuch children 
as theſe the HoLT Six will aſſuredly 4%, 
their Saviour wil conſtantly embrace with the 
arms of his mercy, and their HEAVENLY FATHER 
will continually behold with benignity and love, — 
Such children will increaſe in true wiſdom as they: 
grow, in ſtature; they will be ſtrengthened to avoid 
the /ins and follies of childhood and youth, will gain 
an early acquaintance with the Word of GoD, and 
they will learn the way to obtain immortal hap- 
pineſs and a heavenly inheritance, while others of 
the ſame age, neglectful of the religious inſtruc- 
tions which are offered to them, and unmindful 
of the Chriſtian covenant, are daily contracting 
| habits of vice, and waſting their 3% days in the 
idle purſuit of fugitive pleaſures, which give no 
' laſing 
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to church by any perſon whatever to hear the ſer- 
vice read and ſermons preached, will it not be the 
ſame to them as if their parents and ſureties took 
them? Have not moſt- children in this country 
ſome or other of theſe advantages ? 

As there certainly are in the world many care- 
leſs parents, ſhould not thoſe children eſteem them» 
ſelves happy who are bleſſed with ſuch as earneſtly 
endeavour to train them in the way wherein they 
ſhould go? To what ſhould they yield their minds? 
What ſhould they ſe:zze with pleaſure? What 
ſhould they do beſides learning their duty? Who 
will afliſt ſuch children as theſe ? What will their 
SAVIOUR do? How will their HeavenLY Fa- 
THER behold them? What will ſuch children in- 
creaſe in? What will they be ſtrengthened to avoid? 
What will they gain an early acquarntance with? 
What will they learn the way to obtain? Which is 
moſt to the advantage of a child, do you think, to 
avail itſelf of the opportunity of receiving good 
inſtruction, or to neglect it? Which will be the 
beſt for them in the end, to contract good habits 
or bad ones? Which will be productive of the 
moſt laſting happineſs, to waſte their beſt days in 
the idle purſuit of pleaſures, which uſually flee 
away and diſappoint their expectations, or at beſt 
afford no laſting ſatisfaftion to the mind, or to em- 
ploy the ſeaſon of childhood in learning thoſe things 
which, if practiſed, will ſecure an eternal inherit- 

ance 
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laſting ſatisſaction to the mind, but end i in vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, ; 


If you purſue the former courſe you will by the I 
age of fourteen be qualified for Confirmation, which, rati 
J hope, you will earneſtly deſire; and, led on by and 
this hope, I ſhall now explain to you the Offce for mad 


Confirmation. 


S8 
9 
* 
8 
85 
kh 
Q. 
8 
— 
= 
5 
= 
S 
= 
— 
dof 
K - 
2 
= 
© 
> 
© 
A 


=> = 
Z 5 
, . 
> Q. 
2 8 
8 
1 8 
2 Q 
— 
8 B 
8 8 
* 
© 4 5 
D &8 
A. . 
— 2 E 
5 8 
: k 
-= 
Y = 
8 8 
2 2 
. 8 15 
8 D 
— — 
8 — 


2 
0 
2 
oN 
= 
gs | 
O 
U 
OO 
dg 
2 
8 
II 
bs 
8 
8 
8 
* 
E 
> 
O 
N _ 
— 

8 5 


N 
2 
ee 
Q 
Ls 
8 
* 
— 
& 
2 
2 
5 


2 
O 


UPON 


5 AN 
E X P L AN AT 
OF THE 


ORDER OF CONFIRMATION, 


OR THE 


LAYING ON OF HANDS 


UPON THOSE WHO ARE BAPTIZED AND COME TO YEARS oF 
DISCRETION, : 


IV 3 
again 
fin w 
comn 
life. 
teach 
a] thi 
vou 
vou 
the 7 
tru 
called 
neceſ 


INTRODUCTION. 


K yg 1 


I's your Baptiſm you died unto fin, and were born 
again unto righteduſneſs ; ; the defilement of original 
ſin was waſhed away, and the HoLy Se1RIT was 
communicated to you as a principle of ſpiritual 
life. Care has been taken by your parents and 
teachers that you ſhould be made acquainted with 
all the particulars requiſite for you to know, before 
you are brought to the biſhop to be confirmed. 
You' have learnt the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments; and have been fully in- 
ſtructed in the Church Catechiſm: you have been 
called upon to hear ſermons, and to learn all things 
neceſſary for a Chriſtian to noi and Believe for his 
fouÞ's health you have been (as I truſt) religiouſly 
and virtuouſly brought up, and underſtand nne a 
godly and a chriſtian life is. 

But the years that are paſſed are to be conſidered 
as: the infancy of your ſpiritual as well as of your 
natural life, becauſe + you have hitherto relied upon 
your parents and others for applying the means of 
grace to the improvement of your mind, as well as 
for furniſhing and applying to your body the ne- 
ceſſaries for ſupporting the natural life. 
3 A - "wp — 
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Through the tender care of your parents and 


teachers you have been kept out of the way of 
dangerous temptation; their maturity of under- 
Rranding has ſupplied the defects of yours; and you 
have had little to do but to follow their direc- 
tions: but the time is coming when your entrance 


| into the world will expoſe you to many tempta- 


tions; your ſpiritual enemies will frequently aſ- 
ſail you, and you will be called upon, as a ſoldier of 
Jesvs CHRIST, to fight manfully again/t the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil; on which account it will 
be proper for you to furniſh yourſelf with arms to 
reſiſt them: but, above all, you have occaſion, for a 
larger ſupply of divine grace, which will be given 
to you at the time of your Confirmation, if you go 
with a willing mind to ratify the promiſe and vow 
made in your name at your baptiſm. 

« Our LoRD himſelf, who, as the ſecond Adam, 
fulfilled all righteouſneſs, did not enter into the 
wilderneſs, the place of temptation, before he was 


| nd for it by the deſcent of the Holy SpirIT; 


and the Apoſtles, though endued with baptiſmal 
grace, and though cheered. and encouraged by their 
Maſter's. preſence, were timorous and- fearful, till 
ſtrengthened and confirmed by the Hol. Gaosr ; 


but from that time we find they were fearleſs and 


undaunted, not to be moved or ſhaken from their 
faith by any apprehenſons either of * or 
death.“ 


== The 


0 

The 'HoLy GHOST deſcended upon the Apoi- 
tles on the Day of Penteoo/?, and fat upon each of 
them under the appearance of cloven tongues like 
as of fire; and they were inſpired by the SPIRIT 
to inſtitute the Rite of Confirmation, which proved 
a mean for obtaining to all upan whom they ſo- 


lemnly laid their hands the gifts and graces of | 


which they ſtood in need; ſo that, though Confir- 
mation is not a Sacrament, as it was not expreſsly 
ordained bv CRHRIS himfel „it is to be conſidered 
as a divine inſtitution approved by him. 
Confirmation was called by the Apoſtles /aying 


on of bande, becauſe they laid their hands on all 
whom they confirmed. 
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THE 
ORDER OF CONFIRMATION, 
OR 
LAYING ON OF HANDS 


 _VPON THOSE WHO ARE BAPTIZED AND COME To YEARS 
oF DISCRETION, | 


Fhenſoever the Biſhop ſhall give knowledge for chit- 
dren to be breught unto him for their Confirmation, 
the curate of every pariſh ſhall either bring, or ſend 
in writing with his hand fubſcribed thereunto, the 

names of all ſuch perſons within his pariſh as he 
ſhall think fit to be preſented to the B iſhap to be 

confirmed. And if the Biſhop approve of them, he 
ſhall confirm them in manner following, 

: EXPLANATION, 

Brsmors in the Church of England are the higher 

order of clergy, who act as ſpiritual overſeers in 


certain diſtricts called dioceſes, each of which con- 


tains a number of pariſbes. 

It is the office of a Biſhop to ſee that the clergy 
of his dioceſe perform the ordinances of the church 
in a proper manner, and alſo to confirm thoſe who, 
having been before baptized, and are come to years 


of 


hold 


EXPLANATORY QUESTIONS. 


Wuar is meant by Confirmation? 


What is the Biſhop to do when he deſigns to 
hold a Confirmation? 


What are Bi/hops in the Church of England? 
In what capacity do they act? 
What does each dioceſe contain? 


What is it the office of a Biſhop to do? 


1 


of diſcretion, are prepared to renew the promiſe and 


vow made in their name at their baptiſm. 

When the Apoſtles confirmed, the HoLy GHosr 
evidently: came to thoſe on whom they laid their 
hands, as appears from ſeveral paſſages in the 
Acts; and the Biſbop, in reſpect to his office as 
ſpiritual overſeer, being in the place of an Apoflle, 
we have reaſon to hope that Confirmation, per- 
formed by him in the manner of the Apoſtles wich 
prayer and laying on of hands, will alſo be attended 
by the promiſed blefling, if young Chriſtians come 
to this holy ordinance properly prepared. | 

Notice is given by the Biſhop to the pariſh mi- 
niſters of that part of his dioceſe when he in- 
| tends to hold a confirmation, that they may en- 
quire who are of proper age, or who have ne- 
glected to be confirmed in their early years, that 
each mini/ler may inſtruct his reſpective flack in the 
expediency of this rite, examine into their pro- 
ficiency in Chriſtian knowledge, and teach them 
how to prepare themſelves for Confirmation, and 
how to behave at it. 

It is the duty of all who FW AY to be confirmed 
to attend their reſpeclive miniſters on this occa- 
caſion, becauſe the miniſters are anſwerable to the 
Biſhop, nay to Gop himſelf, for ſeeing that thoſe 
they bring are qualified; and alſo becauſe they 
ought to receive with meetneſs at all times the in- 


ſtruction and admonition of their ſpir itual paſtors. 
| Every 


1 

What evidently came upon thoſe whom the 
Apoſtles confirmed ? 

From whence do we learn that it was-ſo ? 
As the Biſhop, in reſpect to his office as a ſpi- 
ritual overſeer, is ſo far in the place of an Apoſtle, 
what have we reaſon to hope his confirming will be 
attended with ? 

To whom may wh'ldpe it will be attended with 
the promiſed bleſſing ® a | 


Why is notice given by the Biſhop to the clergy 
of that part of his dioceſe where he intends to hold 
a Confirmation? 4 

For what purpoſe are pariſb miniſters to enquire 
after ſuch perſons as they ſhall think fit to be __ 
ſented for Confirmation ? 

What are they to mfiruet them in? 

What are they to examine into ? 

What are they to teach them if they are igno- 
rant? 

If it is the duty of pariſh miniſters to do all this, 
what ſhould all perſons do who deſire to be con- 
firmed ? | | 

Should they not give their reſpective miniſters 
the ſatisfaction they require? 

How ſhould they ſubmit at all times to the in- 
Aruction and admonition of their ſpiritual paſtors ? 

AS ” What 


Be 

Every perſon who is, to be confirmed ſhould 
conſider ſeriouſly what 85 — are going to do, and, 
let tharr age be what it will, ſhould learn and ſub- 
mit to ſay to the miniſter the Catechiſm of the 


Church of England. 1 

ſhould alſo ewig 4 be and endea- 
vour to prepare for renewing baptiſ pal vow, 
by earneſt prayer to Atancirry Gor; W ſhould 
alſo reſolve to behave, with ſeriouſneſs and devo- 


tion, not only when 9 to the communion 
table . but all the time others are con- 
firming. : 

We have reaſon to believe that our HEAUExLv 
FATHER, whoſe love for his children exceeds that 
of the tendereſt of earthly parents, not only regene- 
rates thoſe infants who are brought to him in bap- 
tiſm, but excuſes, during the ſtate of infancy and 
childhood, ſuch faults as are ſuffered to ariſe in 
their minds for want of proper tuition: this in- 
dulgence however cannot be expected to laſt all 
their lives; the ALMIGHTY requires all whom he 
has adopted, to be his obedient children as ſoon as 
they are capable of knowing his will ; and will 
regard as finners thoſe who, having parents or 
bother inſtructors to teach them the good and the 

right way, neglect to walk in it, or wilfully act 
contrary to the direction of thoſe whoſe part it is 
to ſupply the deficiencies of their yet unfolded fa- 


culties. All young perſons who So to be con- 
l firmed 


E 1 
What ſhould every perſon who is to be con- 
firmed n confider ® 


To what ſhould they ſubmit ? s 


What ſhould they do beſides conſidering? 

What ſhould they reſolve + m7: 

Is it not very wrong to behave with lvity on ſo 
ſolemn an occaſion?; 

Is it not very wrong to be inattentive while others 
are confirming? How ſhould you behave all the. 
time of Caf 2 

Is there reaſon to hope that our HEAveNLY 
FATHER excules ſuch faults as children commit 
in their infancy, for want of proper tuition ? Can 
it be expected that this indulgence will laſt all 
their lives? What does the ALMIGHTY. require 
of all whom he has adopted? What will he reckon 
thoſe who neglect to walk in the right way when 
it is pointed out to them by their parents and 
teachers? What will he reckon thoſe who wilfully 
ac contrary to the directions of thoſe whoſe part it 
is to direct them till they come to the full uſe of 
their underſtanding ? 
Are you conſcious of having ever in your life 
committed thoſe ſins ? | 

Do you not with to have thoſe ſins forgiven? 

W hat ſhould you do before you renew your bap- 
1 nal vow then? 

A 6 Suppoſing 


5 

firmed muſt be conſcious of having been guilty df 
many ſins, and ſhould earneſtly repent of them be- 
fore they renew their baptiſmal vow ; and even 
the bet ſhould go with humble minds, for all muſt 
be conſcious that they have not acted in every 
reſpe& ſo well as they could and "ow to have 
done. 

At the age of fourteen young 3 are ſup- 
poſed to be fully inſtructed in the rudiments of 
Chriſtianity, and to be capable of acting for them- 
ſelves in their ſpiritual concerns; and at that age 
they are admitted to Confirmation. 


It is a moſt delightful fight to ſee a number of 


young perſons, neatly and properly dreſſed, collected 


together in a church, with their reſpective miniſ- 
ters, in order to take upon themſelves the promiſe 
and vow made in their name at their baptiſm. 


On this ſolemn occaſion all fantaſtic ornaments 


ſhould be laid aſide. 


RUBRIC. 


Upon the day appointed, all that are to be then, con- 


firmed, being placed, and flanding in order before 


the Biſhop, he (or ſome other miniſter appointed by 


him) ſhall read this preface following, 


OFFICE, 


to 


= 


12 J 
Suppoſing you have reaſon to think you have 


upon the whole been a very good child, can you 
ſay you have always done what 1s * and never 


ꝛohat is 4vrong © 
With what mind ſhould you go to Confirma- 


tion ? 


At what age are young perſons uſually admitted 
to Confirmation? 
Why are they admitted at that age? 


In what manner ſhould young perſons dreſs 
themſelves when they are going to be confirmed? 

you think it right for them to wear fantaſtie 
ornaments when they are about to renounce ſo- 
lemnly the vanity of the world? 


What 


as ©; 
5 OFFICE. 


To the end that Confirmation may be miniſ- 
tered to the more edifying of ſuch as ſhall receive 


it, the church hath thought good to order, that 


none hereafter ſhall be confirmed, but ſuch as can 
ſay the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments ; and can alſo anſwer to ſach 
other queſtions as in the ſhort Catechiſm are con- 
tained : which.order is very convenient to be ob- 
ſerved, to the end that children being now come 


to the years of diſcretion, and having learned what 
their godfathers and godmothers promiſed for them 


in baptiſm, they may themſelves with their own 
mouth and conſent openly. before the church ra- 


tify and confirm the ſame; and alſo promiſe,. that 


by the grace of God they will evermore endea- 
vour themſelves faithfully to obſerve ſuch things as 
they by their own confeſſion have aſſented unto. 


After the preface, the Biſhop, addrefling him- 


ſelf to thoſe who are to be confirmed, ſays, 


Do 


1 ro J 


What qualification does the church by its rules 
and laws require in thoſe who are confirmed? 
What muſt they be able to /ay 2 

For what end arethey required to be able to ſay 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
ments, and to anfwer to the queſtions in the Church 
Catechiſm? What does the Catechiſm teach? What 
do thoſe do who are confirmed? What do they ratify 
and confirm? Do you think it is right for any perſon 
to go to be confirmed without letting the miniſter 
know that they actually can ſay what is required of 
them? Is it right to go without conſidering before 
hand the things their godfathers and godmothers 
promiſed for them? Can it be right to go without 
examining their paſt conduct to fee whether they 
have received properly and improved themſelves 
in religious knowledge, according to the inftruc- 
tions that Have been given them? Can it be right 
to enter into ſuch a ſolemn engagement without an 
earneſt intention of fulill:ng it to the beſt of their 
power, and hearty prayers to ALMIGHTY Gop 
for grace to do ſo? 


Is 
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Do ye here, in the preſence of Gop and of this 
congregation, renew the ſolemn promiſe and vow 
that was made in your name at your baptiſm z ra- 
tifying and confirming the ſame in your own per- 
ſons, and acknowledging yourſelves bound to be- 

lieve and to do all. thoſe things which your god- 
fathers and godmothers then undertook for you ? 

And every one ſhall anſwer audibly, 

I yo, | 55 


OFFICE. 


Biſbop. Our help is in the name of the Lord; 
 Anſw. Who hath made heaven and earth. 
Biſhop. Bleſſed be the name of the Lord; 


Anſio. Henceforth world without end. 
x. = | bs Biſhop. 


#13 
Is not this a very folemn addreſs ? .In whoſe pre- 
ſence are thofe to conſider themſelves who go to 


church to be confirmed? Is it right to go into 
the preſence of AL MIGHTY Gop with a thought- 
leſs unprepared' mind? Is it right to go even 
into the preſence of a congregation of people to make 
them witne/Jſes of an impious action? Is it right 
to renew a ſolenmm promiſe and vow without ſerious 
attention to every word of it! What ſolemn 
promiſe and vow do perſons who are confirmed re- 
new ? What did your godfathers and godmothers 
promiſe and wow in your name? Are you prepared 
and defirous to ratify and confirm it in your own 
perſon? Do you think yourſelf bound to believe and 
do as your ſureties promiſed for you? What anſwer 
will you return when the Biſhop reads this addreſs 
to the candidates for Confirmation? How are 
you to anſwer ? 
What is meant by audibly? 


Remember, that by the two ſhort words, I Do, 


you enter into a moſt ſolemn. engagement with 
Gov. | | 


What 
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Biſbop. Lord hear our prayer; z wa 
Aiſib. And let our cry come 8 thee. 


| EXPLANATION. 


According to ſcripture thoſe who ratify and con- 
firm their baptiſmal vow, have reaſon to expect 
that the HoLy GHOST wilt be granted to enable 
them to keep it; but that they may not ſuppoſe: 
the SPIRIT to be the gift of the By/hop, they are 


reminded by theſe ſentences that follow, of its 


being the immediate gift of Gop: they are alſo 
directed to bleſs and thank him for the means of 
grace they have already had, and the hopes they 


have, that Gop will ſend his Spirit on his ſervants 


and his handmaidens who pray for it. 
; * | 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and everlaſting Gop, who haſt 
vouchſafed to regenerate theſe thy ſervants by 
water and the HoLy GnosT, and haſt given un- 
to them forgiveneſs of all their ſins; ftrengthen 
them, we beſeech thee, O Lok p, with the HoLy 


Ghost the ComFoRTER, and daily increaſe in 


them the manifold gifts of grace; the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and underſtanding ; the ſpirit of coun- 


ſel and ghoſtly ſtrength; the ſpirit of knowledge 


and true godlineſs; and fill them, O Lok p, with 
| the 


b: 


in 


What have thoſe reaſon to expect who n 
and confirm the vow n in their name at their 
baptiſm ? 

Why do the Biſhop * ia * Our help is 
in the name of the Lox p, &c. ? 

Why do they bleſs his holy name ? 


who have renewed the promiſe and vow made i in 
their name at their baptiſm ?. 
What is he ſaid to give them ? | 
| What do the Biſhop and congregation beſeech 
God to do for theſe regenerated and pardoned 
Chriftians : ? 
Wbat do they befeech Gop to increaſe in them ; 
By what names are theſe gifts called?” | 
What do they beſeech Go to fill them with? 


How is God here ſaid to have regenerated thoſe | 


In 
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L 8 
the fpirit of thy holy fear, now and for ever. 
Amen. 


EXPLANATION; 


Thoſe perſons who have renewed the promiſe 
and vow. made in their name at their Baptiſm, 
are to conſider themſelves as not only rrgene- 
rate and born again by water and the Hol Spi- 
RIT, but as having received forgiveneſs for all their 
paſt fins which they have repented of ; but as they 
cannot without Gop's help do what they have 
promiſed and wowed, the Biſhop calls upon the 


congregation to join with him in praying, that it 
. will pleaſe Gop to ſtrengthen theſe pardoned per- 


' ſons with the HoLy Ghost, and daily to increaſe 
in them his manifold gifts and graces, 

The fir ft Chriſtians were confirmed in a wonder- 
ful manner, as we read in the ſecond chapter of 
the As of the Apoſiles, not by laying on of 
hands but by the power of Gop; and they were 
endued with miraculous gifts; they were enabled 
to ſpeak and interpret all kinds of languages with- 
out having previouſly learnt them, to propheſy and 
to perform miracles, &c. 

The ſame gifts followed the laying on of the 
hands of the apoſtles to thoſe who had been bap- 
tized with John's Baptiſm, and alſo thoſe who were 
baptized by the apoſtles and other diſciples ; but theſe 
gifts, which ſerved to confirm the apoſtles doctrine, 

| are 


tc 


In what light are thoſe who have renewed the 
promiſe and vow. made at their n to con- 
lader hence? 19 I's dove Auge 269 0 


F 


Is not this a abs ate? 

Can they of themſelues do what they! 3 2 
iii and vowed? 

W hat does the Biſhop: call I upon. the congregation 
to do with — ; Txt 


A 


| 


Were not the firft Chri . . in a 
wonderful manner? 

Can you tell me how? 

What gifts were they endued wit) 

What were they * theſe gifts W 70 do 2 


Did the ef Lifts Git the laying on of ahi 
hands of the apo/iles ? 
What did thoſe gifts help to confirm? 
Could any who Heard and Jaw: them, doubt that 
they were really commiſſioned by the Sen of. Gop, 


and inſpired by the HoLy SPIRIT? 
Are 


L # 3 


are needleſs to thoſe who have the written word 
publiſhed and preached in a /anguage they all 
underſtand ; therefore the Biſhop does not implore 
Almighty God to ſend ſuch extraordinary gifts as 
theſe to the perſons who come to be confirmed by 
them, but: thoſe which are called the ardinary gifts 


of the Spirit, which _ nnn ſtand in need 


of, namely, fob e 6 21093 for 


Iiſt. / The ſpirit of een i und: 3 
By this gift their reaſon is enlightened ſo as to be 
able to diſcern: wherein true wiſdom lies, and 
they are preſerved from falling into the errors and 
miſtak es in ſpiritual things, which are common 
among ſuch as rely entirely on the natural powers 
of their own minds, or the reaſonings of other 
human beings. © | 
1120: 


Won Hat 160 * 


2dly. The ſpirit of — and 0 choſih Me 
By this gift they are taught how to apply what they 
learn from ſcripture, ſo as to act as becomes the 
children of Gop in every relation of life, and are 
enabled to reſiſt and overcome the temptations of 


? 


the devil, the world, and the _ [£141 963 . b 


3dly. The: Piri of e 0 By e l eie ey 
are enabled to underſtand the trutbs of diving re- 
Oe 94} 4d Eonomunmo) 32 "A 
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now? 

Why not? | 

Does the Biſhop pray G0 to ſend theſe. ex- 
traordinary gifts on' thoſe who are WE TR by 
him? S 1? 

What does he pray for inflead of inn ? 


What is the fir gift of grace he mentions? 
What is -enlightened by the pirit of w/dom and 
underſtanding? What is reaſon enlightened to do? 
What are thoſe apt to fall into who rely entirely on 
the natural power of their own minds, or the reaſon- 
ings of other human beings? What will preſerve us 
from theſe errors and miſtakes? Is it not likely 
that the Spirit of Gop ſhould be the moſt capable 
of aſſiſting us in underſtanding ſpiritual things? 
Is not the ſpirit of nn and 1 a moſt 
deſirable gift! poi of en 2 1700 
What is the frond gift of grace nene by 
the Biſhop ? What are Chriſtians taught by the 
ſpirit of counſel? Is it not deſirable for thoſe who 
are children of. Gop to underſtand his word, and to 
apply it properly to themſelves? What will the 
ſpirit of ghoſtly ſtrength enable Chriſtians to do? 
Is it not very deſirable to have ſuch aſſiſtance? 
What is the third gift of grace the Biſhop men- 
tions? What are Chriſtians Fete to do VA the 
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uelation, as far as is neceſſary for their confort here 
and their happineſs hereafter. | 


4thly. The ſpirit of true gedlineſs. | By this gift 
they may be enabled to follow the example of our 
bleſſed REDEEMER, © _ live a life of wh ge = 


101 Vi 


| hes 2 . 2 1 99 3 
thly. The ſpirit of holy fear, which will pre- 
ſerve them from preſumptuous fins, or from doing 
any thing in defiance. of Gop's commandments. 


$76 17 . 


| Though each of theſe gifts are called the Spirit 
you are not to ſuppoſe them to proceed from dif- 


ferent- ſpirits; they all come from the SrirIT of 
Go, and will be continued to thoſe who keep to 
their promiſe and vow; but will be withdrawn from 


| thoſe who faght or ſet eee upon” them. 


Then all of them ( * are to be . ) kneeling 
in order before the Biſhop, he ſhall lay his hands 


upon 45 he head F every one ſeverally, ines 


- Defend, O Loxp, this thy child ror this thy 


Jirvant) with thy heavenly guee, that he may con- 
tinue 


CSE 

ſpirit of knowledge ? Is it not very deſirable to be 
able to underſtand all that is neceſſary for us to un- 
derſtand of theſe important things ? | 

What is the fourth gift of grace the Biſhop 
mentions? What are Chriſtians enabled to do by 
the ſpirit of true godlineſs? As the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity requires Chriſtians to follow the exam- 
ple of their bleſſed Redeemer, and lead a holy life, is 
it not very deſirable to be enabled by a divine * 
to do ſo ? 

What is the th gift of grace the Biſhop men- 
tions? What will the ſpirit of godly fear preſerve 
them from? What is meant by preſumptuous fins ? 
Muſt they not be very offenſive to Gop? Are 
there not in the world many temptations to commit 
preſumptuous ſins? Is it not very deſirable to be 
preſerved from the commiſſion of them? 

From whom do all theſe gifts of grace proceed? 

To whom will they be continued? 

From whom will they be withdrawn? 

ls it nota great mark of folly to ſlight or under- 
value ſuch ineſtimable gifts? 
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tinue thine for ever: and daily increaſe in thy Hol v 
- SPIRIT more and more, until he come unto thy 
everlaſting kingdom. Amen. 


EXPLANATION. | 
The defence of God's heavenly grace, or his 


eſpecial favour, and the daily increaſe of the HoLy 


SPIRIT, that is of the gifts before prayed for, and 
whatever others they may ſtand in need of, are the 
benefits to be hoped for from Confirmation, when 
rightly adminiſtered to perſons properly prepared, 
The right way of adminiſtering it muſt doubtleſs 
be that which the apoſtles practiſed, and which the 
Biſhop follows, laying en of hands accompanied 
with prayer. 


After this ſolemn laying on of hands, the Biſhop, 
addrefling himſelf to tnoſe on whom he has laid his 
hands, ſays, 


The Lord be with you, 


To which they reply, 

And with thy SPIRIT. 

After which (all kneeling down) the whole con- 
gregation join together with the miniſter in ſaying 
the Lord's Prayer. 


Our FATHER which art in heaven, &c. 
— — — 


H This 


121 


* 


EX PLAN ATION. 


With what does the Biſhop, when he lays or 
his hands, pray the Loxp to defend his ſervants? 
For what purpoſe does he beſeech the Lord to do 
this? What are the benefits to be hoped for from 
Confirmation? What is to be underſtood by the 
increaſe of the HoLy SPIRIT? Can thoſe perſons. 
who are not properly prepared, and who are indif- 
ferent and thougitleſs of the nature and deſign of this 
holy inſtitution, expect to ſhare theſe benefits? 


Is it not preſumptuous to kneel down under a 
pretence of praying for the gifts of the HoLy 
Jp1rIT, when the mind is perhaps entirely occu- 
pied with the outward ceremony of the iihop 
laying on of hands ? | 

What does the Biſhop ſay after the folemn lay- 
ing on of hands? 


What do thoſe who have been confirmed reply? y! 
What is done after this ? ; 
Does not the Loxp's PRAYER make a very 


proper part of the office for Confirmation ? 


VU 


B 2 | What 
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This ended, the Biſhop ſays the following Collect 
in the names of himſelf and all preſent, in behalf of 
the perſons confirmed. 
OFFICE, 
Almighty and everliving Gop, who makeſt us 
both to will and to do thoſe things that be good and 


acceptable unto thy Divine Majeſty; we make our 


humble ſupplications unto thee for theſe thy ſer- 
vants, upon whom (after the example of thy holy 
apoſtles) we have now laid our hands, to certify 
them (by this ſign) of thy favour and gracious 
goodneſs towards them. Let thy fatherly hand, 
we beſeech thee, ever be over them; let thy holy 
Spirit ever be with them; and ſo lead them in the 
knowledge and obedience of thy word, that in the 
end they may obtain everlaſting life, through our 
Lorp Jesus ChRisr, who with thee and the 
Holy GHosT liveth and reigneth, ever one Gon, 
world without end. Amen. | 


EXPLANATION. 
God is ſaid to make us both to will and to 4 thoſe 
things that be good, becauſe we cannot do any thing 
that is good without following the dictates of his 
HoLy SPIRIT ; our will is free, and we may fol- 
low the dictates of the HoLy SPIRIT, or yield 
to the temptation of the Devil, the world, and the 


fleſh; but we ſhould frive and pray that we may 


be conſtantly led by the Spirit. 
By this prayer it appears that the Biſhop does 


not expect thoſe he has confirmed to place their de- 


peudance on the ceremony of the laying on of his 
hands, 


. + oa. 


pl 
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What comes after the Lord's Prayer? 


What is Gop here ſaid to make us both to will 
and todo? After whoſe example does the Biſhop 
here ſay he confirmed thoſe who came to him ? 
What does he profeſs to have intended to certify 
by laying on of hands in imitation of the apoſtles ? 
What does he pray may be ever over them? What 
does he implore Gop to do ? 


Why is Gop faid to make us both to will and 
to do thoſe things that are good and acceptable to 
his divine Majeſty? How is our will? What 
may we follow if we chooſe it? What may we 
yield to if we chooſe it? Then the HoLy Se1- 
RIT leads us into good, or makes us will and do 
what is good when we chooſe to be led by him ? 
What ſhould we conſtantly ftrive and pray for? 

What may we judge from the Biſhop's calling 
upon the congregation to join with him in ſup- 
plicating ALMICRHTY Gon to fend the ſpiritual 
B 3 grace, 


11 

hands, for he calls upon the congregation to Join 
with him in ſupplicating ALMIGHTY Gop to ſend 
that ſpiritual grace, of which the laying on of hands 
is no more than an outward ſign; and to beſeech 
him to keep theſe his confirmed children all their 
days under his fatherly care; to let his HoLy 
SPIRIT be ever over them; and to lead them in 
the #nowledge and obedience of his word, that in the 
end they may obtain eve: ing life through IEsus 
Cur1sT. 


The Biſhop then ſays the following prayer in 
behalf of himſelf and the whole congregation, 


OFFICE. 


O Almighty Lord, and everlaſting God, vouch- 


ſafe, we beſeech thee, to direct, ſanctify, and go- 
vern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of thy 
laws, and in the works of thy commandments, 
that through thy moſt mighty protection, both 
here and ever, we may be preſerved in body and 


ſoul, through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, * 


Amen, 


After this the Biſhop finiſhes the office with a 
ſolemn bleſſing. 


The bleſſing of Gop ALMIGHTY, the FATHER, 
the 


FJ 
grace, of which the laying on of hands is na more 
than the outward ſiggs? 

Does he not plainly acknowledge that the hit 
ing on of hands will avail nothing unleſs Gop's 
fatherly care or good providence, and his Hol v 
| Sp1kIT, attend thoſe who are confirmed through 
like? -- 


What do the Biſhop and all the people preſent, 
and among the reſt thoſe newly confirmed, beſeech 
Gop to vouchſafe to do? To what end do they 
pray to be directed, ſanctiſied, and governed, both in 
heart and body, in the ways of Gop's laws, and in 
the works of his Commandments © Can thoſe who 
have ſolemnly promiſed to keep God's Holy Will 
and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the 
days of their life, expect to be preſerved both in 
body and foul, unleſs they conform both in ſoul and 
body to thoſe Laws and Commandments ? Can any 
one do ſo who is not directed, ſanctified, and go- 
verned by the ALMIGHTY LoRD and EvERLAsT- 
Id Gop? What will he direct and ſandtify by his 
SPIRIT and govern by his SON ? 

With what does the Biſhop finiſh the office of 
Confirmation ? 

In whoſe name does he pronounce the bleſſing ? 


(WF 
the Son, and the HoLy Gnosr, be upon you, and 
remain with ou for ever. Amen. 


1 


This blefling is a very proper concluſion of the 
ſolemnity, becauſe thoſe who have been confirm- 
ed are to conſider themſelves as ſolemnly devoted 
to the ſervice of Gop the FATHER; to the hum- 
ble imitation of Gop the SoN in his human nature; 
and to the guidance of GoD the HoLy GmosrT, or, 
in other words, to lead a godly and a Chriſtian life: 
to enable them to do fo, no-ſpiritual grace or gift 
will be withheld which they ſtand in need of and 
earneſtly pray for; but they muſt not depend upon 
the continuance of theſe gifts and graces without 
the concurrence of their own deſires and endeavours. 


END OF THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 


SIT AR A PRAYER 


ſ' 20 1 


A PRAYER BEFORE CONFIRMATION, 
To be uſed by thoſe who are preparing for it. 
By Mr. VE L S O N. : 


MosT merciful God, by whoſe gracious pro- 


vidence I was born of Chriſtian parents, and 
early dedicated to thee in holy baptiſm, make me 
thoroughly ſenſible, I beſeech thee, of thy infinite 
goodneſs, in beſtowing upon me the bleſſed pri- 
vileges of being made a member of thy church, a 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven. 


Grant, O Lord, that by the afliftance of thy 


grace I may carefully and zealouſly. perform all 


thoſe conditions, upon which thou wert pleaſed 
to vouchſafe to me ſuch ineſtimable benefits; that I 
may conſtantly reſiſt the Devil, and all thoſe temp- 


tations by which he ſeeks to deſtroy me; that 
I may renounce all covetous deſires of honour, 
riches, and pleaſure, and-all thoſe evil cuſtoms 
and maxims of the world, which alienate the 
mind from the love of God; that I may mortify the 
inordinate appetites of my own corrupted mind; 
that I may believe all thy holy revelations, and keep 
thy bleſſed will and W all the days of 


mylife, 
a And 


| | 
| 
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And now, O Lord, that I am about to renew 
the ſolemn vow made in my name at my baptiſm, 
and publicly in thy preſence to ratify all thoſe 
things I then promiſed by my ſureties, I beſeech 
thee to enlighten my mind with the knowledge 
and underſtanding of that ſolemn engagement I 
then made, and am now about to confirm; in- 
fluence my will and all the faculties of my foul 
heartily and ſincerely to perform it. Let not the 
many fins that I have committed deprive me of 
the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, which I now ex- 
pect to receive; but on my true repentance 
vouchſafe to pardon them for my Saviour's ſake, 
and grant that I may be enabled to mortify and 
ſubdue all evil inclinations, and withſtand temp-- 
tation for the time to come. And, ſince without 
thee. I am not able. to pleafe thee, pour thy Holy 
Spirit into my heart, that, by his holy inſpiration, 


1 may think thoſe things which be good, and, by 


his merciful guidance, may perform the ſame, 
through. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed. 
name and words I conclude my imperfect 2 
tions, ſaying, 

Our Father, &c. 


A PRAYER 


1 22 1 


A PRAYER AFTER CONFIRMATION, 


Which may be faid while others are confirming 
and may be added to the Evening Prayer by 
the perſon who has been confirmed. 


BLESSED and praiſed be thy holy name, O Lord, 
for theſe freſh ſupplies of grace which thou haft 
been pleaſed to communicate to me. 

Bleſſed be thy name for thoſe comfortable aſ- 
ſurances thou haſt given me of thy favour and 
goodneſs towards me. Bleſſed be thy name for 
that privilege thou haſt now beſtowed upon me of 
approaching thy holy table, and of ſtrengthening 
and refreſhing my ſoul by partaking there of the 
body and blood of Chrift. 

Increaſe in me, O Lord, more and more the 
gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that I may be wiſe for 
eternity; and make it the chief buſineſs of my life 
to pleaſe thee in all my actions; that I may love 
and fear thee above all things, that I may be juſt 
and righteous in all my dealings, and ready to 
communicate to the neceſſities of others; that I 
may keep a conftant watch over myielf, ſo as not 
to exceed the bounds of temperance and-ſobriety. 

Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt nature may 
daily be renewed and purified by the Holy Ghoſt ; 

that - 
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that no danger may fright me from my duty; that 
no pleaſure may make me careleſs and negligent 
in the performance of it; and that, under the 
moſt heavy afflitions, I may be entirely reſigned, 
and ſubmit to thy holy will and pleaſure. Let 
thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, fo guide and govern 
me through. the whole courſe of my ſhort life in 
this world, that I may not fail to obtain eternal 
life in the world to come, -through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen, | 


N. B. An Addreſs to Young Perſons after 
Confirmation, by the preſent Biſhop of Landaff, 
ſhould be put into the hands of every one who 
Tatifies their baptiſmal vow ; and after that ſome 
_ eaſy, plain Treatiſe on the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Mr. Waldo's Eſſay on this important 
- ſubject is particularly calculated for the Young | and 
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